
       First United Methodist Church      

Welcome!  We are a Congregation devoted to loving the whole city and loving the city whole! 

September 6, 2026 – 10:00am – Labor Day Weekend / Proper 18 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

Prelude:   “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”          by George C. Stebbins; arr. Robert J. Powell 

 

Welcome and Announcements –  Please sign in on the Attendance pads,  
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically  
or use this link:  https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159. 
 

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns. 
 

* Please stand if you are able. 
 

*Opening Hymn UMH #617:   “I Come With Joy” 
 

1) I come with joy to meet my Lord, 
Forgiven, loved and free, 
In awe and wonder to recall 
His life laid down for me, 
His life laid down for me. 
 

2) I come with Christians far and near 
To find, as all are fed, 
The new community of love 
In Christ's communion bread, 
In Christ's communion bread. 
 

3) As Christ breaks bread  
and bids us share, 

Each proud division ends. 

The love that made us makes us one, 
And strangers now are friends, 
And strangers now are friends. 
 

4) And thus with joy we meet our Lord. 
His presence, always near, 
Is in such friendship better known; 
We see and praise him here, 
We see and praise him here. 
 

5) Together met, together bound, 
We'll go our different ways, 
And as his people in the world, 
We'll live and speak his praise, 
We'll live and speak his praise. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

*Call to Worship:              (adapted from Bruce Prewer, http://www.bruceprewer.com/) 

One: The grace of Christ Jesus be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
One: We each have a right to be here – a right not based on our righteousness but on 

God’s free gift of grace. 
All: O give thanks to our God who is good, whose saving love endures forever. 
One: Let those who are redeemed by God declare it, rescued from trouble and gathered 

from many lands; 
All: From the east and from the west, from the north and from the south, we give 

thanks to God who is always good!  We praise God, who builds us into a spiritual 
dwelling place for Himself! 



 
Time of Prayer – During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor. 

*Prayer Chorus FWS #2260:   “Let Us Be Bread” 

Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, broken and shared, life for the world. 
Let us be wine, love freely poured.  Let us be one in the Lord. 

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Living Our Gratitude  

♫ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.  
 Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings. 

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give 

The Offertory:   “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”         by Charles H. Gabriel; arr. Wilbur Held 

The Doxology:   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;      UMH #94 
Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Loving God, you have reconciled us in Christ Jesus and 
have given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Use these gifts given in faith to reconcile 
the world to yourself and to advance peace and goodwill among diverse peoples, that 
all may sing your praise and know your unfailing love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Message – A special moment just for kids 

Chorus UMH #191:   “Jesus Loves Me” 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.   

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Scripture Lesson:       Ephesians 2:4-22           Pew Bible N.T. pg. 181 

4 God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were 
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that none may boast.  



 
10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them.  11 So then, remember that at one time 
you gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called “the 
circumcision”—a circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you 
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 
he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall, that is, the hostility between us, 15 abolishing the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross, thus putting 
to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far 
off and peace to those who were near, 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit 
to the Father. 19 So then, you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone; 21 in him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are 
built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

Response to the Word 
 One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God 
 All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Video Clip:   Happiness for Beginners:  I wanted to push myself; to feel like somebody” 
 

Sermon:   “HFB4:  TO FEEL LIKE SOMEBODY”                Rev. Amy Terhune 

 

Communion Chorus W&S #3168:   “Come to the Table of Grace” 

Come to the table of grace.  Come to the table of Grace.   

This is God’s table, it’s not yours or mine.  Come to the table of grace. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion:            UMH pg. 17-18, Musical Setting A 

One: The Lord be with you, 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.   

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.   
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.   



 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets. 

And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

All:  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 

One:  Holy are you, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ,   
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
To proclaim release to the captive and recovering of sight to the blind; 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce  

that the time had come when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
On the night before he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you,  

broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take; eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   

Likewise, when the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,  
gave it to his disciples, and said:  “Drink from this all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  As often as you drink of this, remember me. 

And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Christ Jesus,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

One:  Let us pray:  Holy God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ;  
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.   

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other,  
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory,  
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.   

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Those who worship with us in person this morning are invited to come forward via the center aisle, 

Take a piece of bread and dip it into the chalice and partake.  Then return to your seats via the side aisles.   
When all who are able to come forward have been served, the communion stewards  

will bring the sacrament out to those who are unable to come forward. 
 

Those who worship online from home this morning are invited to use what you have in your home  
(bread, crackers, juice, etc.) to participate in the sacrament along with the congregation. 

 

Music During Communion:  “Just As I Am” – by William B. Bradbury; arr. Malcolm Kogut 



 

WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

*Closing Hymn UMH #438:   “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord” 
 

1) Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go, 
My daily labor to pursue; 
Thee, only thee, resolved to know 
In all I think or speak or do. 
 

2) The task thy wisdom hath assigned, 
O let me cheerfully fulfill; 
In all my works thy presence find, 
And prove thy good and perfect will. 

3) Thee may I set at my right hand, 
Whose eyes mine inmost substance see, 
And labor on at thy command, 
And offer all my works to thee. 
 

4) For thee delightfully employ 
Whate'er thy bounteous grace hath given; 
And run my course with even joy, 
And closely walk with thee to heaven.

 
*Benediction:                 (adapted from http://www.seekerschurch.org/) 

One: Beloved, out of great love, God, who is rich in mercy, has made us alive together 
with Christ. Through Christ, God has shown us the immeasurable riches of grace. Let 
us go into the world this week to be open channels of that love and vessels 
overflowing with that grace. 

All: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen. 

 

* Postlude:   “You Shall Go Out With Joy”                by Stuart Dauermann 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:  Thank you for your service!!  Liturgist: Carla Piazza-Wistehuff  /  Greeters:  
Bonnie Dole, Bill Johnson  /  Ushers: Bill Cowdry, Bill Johnson Jr, Dave O’Dell, Angie Smith  /  Welcome 
Desk:  Kathy Winkowski  /  Coffee Hour:  Bill, Xenny, & Keeli Johnson  /  Sound Board:  Izzy Terhune  
/  Nursery:  Karissa Schultz  / Counters:  Jackie Matlock, Dee Mills 

 

OUR SYMPATHY to Bev Heitkamp and family on the passing of Joe Heitkamp on August 16, 2026; and to 
the Bill & Xenny Johnson on the passing of Bill’s Brother Patrick on July 10.  Funeral services for both 
Joe and Patrick were held this past week. 

 

HOSPITALIZED THIS WEEK:   Wayne Henney 
 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa 
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring 
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb 
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond, 
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods.  Also, please pray for 
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran. 

 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR throughout August given in joy and gratitude for the church family at First UMC. 
 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175th Anniversary.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year.  We will rehearse the Anniversary 
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, September 10th, 17th, and 24th. 

 

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. September 8.  On the 
Menu for September:  Sloppy Joes. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  Staff/Parish Committee (SPRC):  Wed. Sept. 9 – 6:30pm 
        Nurture Committee:  Mon. Sept. 14 – 6:00pm 
        Program Committee:  Mon. Sept. 14 – 7:00pm 
 

ALL CHURCH PHOTO – In preparation for the 175th Anniversary, we will be taking an all-church photo 
following worship on Sunday, September 13.   

 

ALL-CHURCH MINISTRY FAIR will be held Sunday, September 13, following worship.  Stay and learn more 
about all the different ministries at First U.M.C. and ways YOU can get involved in loving the whole 
city and loving the city whole.  Kids Club will also meet on September 13 following the photo. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – the 175th Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. 
will take place Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our 
preacher, followed by a catered luncheon and program. Former pastors and 
members will join us for the celebration.  You MUST RSVP for the luncheon. Call the 
church office at (989) 799-0131 or use the QR Code to the right or use this link:   
https://form.jotform.com/firstumsag/175th-anniversary-rsvp 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!   
Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are! 
YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC    Bluesky:  FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social 
Facebook:  @firstumcofsaginaw     Instagram:  saginawfumc 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 13 is a BIG Day for our Family of Faith! 
Gratitude Sunday 

Ministry Fair 
‘Moment in Time’ Family Photo 

 
Sunday, September 13 marks the beginning of another of year of ministry and faithful 

witness for First United Methodist Church. And you’ll want to be here! 
 

Gratitude Sunday 
Our faith is based on gratitude for God’s gifts that are freely given.  Gratitude Sunday is our 

opportunity to thank God for those gifts. 
 

On Gratitude Sunday, we’ll be asked to reflect on the question: what is God doing in you right 
now?” Mending a relationship? Challenging you to begin again? Guiding you through a difficult 
time? Blessing you with new opportunities? Time will be provided during worship to respond in 

writing and post our reflections. “Think not what you can do for God but what God can do in 
you.” You’re invited to participate in this special and meaningful experience. 

 

Ministry Fair 
As a church family, we’re grateful for the many ministries available to us. From singing in the 
choir to Rebecca Fellowship, Men’s Group and Pastor-led book studies and more, there are 
several opportunities to grow in faith and make meaningful connections with others. We’re 
also grateful for the community organizations that we partner with that take us out of our 

building and into the world. Check out the various displays and find a place to connect. 
 

A ‘Moment in Time’ Family Photo 
Everyone is invited to be part of this fun event!  Members, friends, visitors…we want to 

capture this ‘moment in time’ in the life of our church. Wear your best smile and join in the 
fun! Immediately after Bryan’s organ postlude is completed, move to the front of the church 
for a group photo. Simply delay greeting Pastor Amy and grabbing your cup of coffee. Won’t 

take long. Please join us! 
 
 
 



 


