
       First United Methodist Church      

Welcome!  We are a Congregation devoted to loving the whole city and loving the city whole! 

August 30, 2026 – 10:00am – 15
th

 Sunday in Pentecost  

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

Prelude:   “Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil / Jesus Shall Reign”   

by John L. Bell / John Hatton; arr. Michael Burkhardt 

 

Welcome and Announcements –  Please sign in on the Attendance pads,  
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically  
or use this link:  https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159. 
 

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns. 
 

* Please stand if you are able. 
 

*Opening Hymn UMH #593:   “Here I Am, Lord” 
 

1) I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

 

Chorus: Here I am Lord.  Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2) I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send?  [Chorus] 
 

3) I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send?  [Chorus] 
 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

*Call to Worship:                    (adapted from Romans 12:9-21) 

One: Beloved, come and worship, expecting to be renewed by God’s abundant grace. 
All: We come to be shaped and molded into the church we’re called to be in scripture. 
One: Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
All: We rejoice in hope; are patient in affliction; persevere in prayer; contribute to the 

needy; welcome strangers; and so far as it depends on us, live peaceably with all. 
One: We are called even to love our enemies, who by definition, seem unlovable.   
All: Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of 

all.  Let us not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good in the name of 
Christ our Redeemer and Gracious Friend.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 



 
 

Time of Prayer – During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor. 

*Prayer Chorus FWS #2222:   “Servant Song” (vs. 1 only) 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Living Our Gratitude  

♫ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.  
 Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings. 

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give 

The Offertory:   “I Believe (Love is the Answer)”        by Jeffrey Pence, Eliot Sloan, Emosia (Blessid Union of Souls) 

The Doxology:   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;      UMH #94 
Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Welcoming God, giver of every gift and host of every 
meal, we return to you today a portion of all that you have given us.  Use these gifts for 
the good of all, that our neighbors, our community, and even our enemies may be 
nurtured and fed from your generosity.  Walk with us on the challenging path of love, 
and shape us by your grace into people that follow the Way of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

 

Special Music:   “Day By Day”                    w/m by Stephen Schwartz 

Bethany Tomasino, Kids Choir Director 
 

Children’s Message – A special moment just for kids 

Chorus UMH #191:   “Jesus Loves Me” 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.   

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 
 
 



 
 

Scripture Lesson:       Romans 12:9-21          Pew Bible N.T. pg. 151-152 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in 
spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with 
those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with 
the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

Response to the Word 
 One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God 
 All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Mission Reflection: 
From our youth and adults who attended the UMC North Central Jurisdiction Youth Mission Trip to 
Detroit, June 21-27, 2026:  Ethan Hagerl, Scooter Hill, Lexi Sharrow, Madeline Curtiss, Pastor Amy 

 

WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

*Closing Hymn FWS #2237:   “As A Fire Is Meant For Burning” 
 

1) As a fire is meant for burning 
With a bright and warming flame, 
So the church is meant for mission, 
Giving glory to God’s name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, 
But to build a bridge of care, 
We join hands across the nations, 
Finding neighbors everywhere. 

 

2) We are learners; we are teachers; 
We are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; 
We are vessels made of clay. 

By our gentle, loving actions, 
We would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit, 
We would live to God’s delight. 

 

3) As a green bud in the springtime 
Is the sign of life renewed, 
So may we be signs of oneness 
‘Mid earth’s peoples, many hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens 
When a storm is past and gone, 
May our lives reflect the radiance 
Of God’s new and glorious dawn.

 
 
 



 
 
*Benediction:       (adapted from https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/08/benediction-romans-12-9-21.html) 

One: Beloved, don’t just pretend to love others—really love them. Hate evil and pursue 
good as if your life depended on it.  Live in true devotion to one another.  Do not lose 
your zeal for God, but serve the Lord passionately and with enthusiasm.  And do not 
forget to rejoice, for hope is always just around the corner!  And may the love of 
God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit strengthen and 
sustain you in all things. 

All: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen. 

 

* Postlude:   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”              by John Zundel; arr. Joel Raney 
 
 
 
 
 

                             

 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:  Thank you for your service!!  Liturgist: John Nestell  /  Greeters:  Anne Marks-
Gaertner, Jim & Linda Doane  /  Ushers: Bill Cowdry, Bob Bula, Dr. Lou Constan, Nancy Kozumplik/  
Welcome Center:  Dee Mills  /  Coffee Hour:  Bill, Xenny, & Keeli Johnson  /  Sound Board:  Izzy 
Terhune  /  Nursery:  Karissa Schultz  / Counters:  Office 

 

OUR SYMPATHY to Bev Heitkamp and family on the passing of Joe Heitkamp on August 16, 2026; and to 
the Bill & Xenny Johnson on the passing of Bill’s Brother Patrick on July 10.  Funeral services for both 
Joe and Patrick were held this past week. 

 

HOSPITALIZED THIS WEEK:   Wayne Henney 
 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa 
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring 
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb 
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond, 
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods.  Also, please pray for 
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran. 

 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR throughout August given in joy and gratitude for the church family at First UMC. 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR given by Jim and Anne Gaertner in loving memory of David Marks (8/27/44-

8/10/24) – Anne’s beloved brother, and Jim's best friend. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175th Anniversary.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year.  We will rehearse the Anniversary 
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, September 10th, 17th, and 24th. 

 

THE FREE MEAL COMMITTEE MEETS TODAY following worship.  Any who would like to be involved are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. September 8.  On the 
Menu for September:  Sloppy Joes. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  Nominations/Lay Leadership:  Wed. Sept. 2 – 11:00am 
        Staff/Parish Committee (SPRC):  Wed. Sept. 9 – 6:30pm 
        Nurture Committee:  Mon. Sept. 14 – 6:00pm 
        Program Committee:  Mon. Sept. 14 – 7:00pm 
 

ALL CHURCH PHOTO – In preparation for the 175th Anniversary, we will be taking an all-church photo 
following worship on Sunday, September 13.   

 

ALL-CHURCH MINISTRY FAIR will be held Sunday, September 13, following worship.  Stay and learn more 
about all the different ministries at First U.M.C. and ways YOU can get involved in loving the whole 
city and loving the city whole.  Kids Club will also meet on September 13 following the photo. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – the 175th Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. 
will take place Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our 
preacher, followed by a light luncheon and program.  Former pastors and members 
will join us for the celebration.  Invitations have gone out.  RSVP using the QR Code 
to the right or this link:   https://form.jotform.com/firstumsag/175th-anniversary-rsvp 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!   
Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are! 
YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC    Bluesky:  FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social 
Facebook:  @firstumcofsaginaw     Instagram:  saginawfumc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First United Methodist Church 

4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, MI  48638-6242;   (989) 799-0131;   Fax (989) 799-4240 
e-mail:  firstumcsaginaw@gmail.com  website:  http://firstumcsaginaw.org 

 

Senior Pastor .............................................................................................................. Rev. Amy Lee Brun Terhune 
                       .................................................................... pastoralbt@outlook.com / (989) 274-6363 (cell phone) 
Office Administrator/Treasurer............................................................................................................ Dina Draper 
Custodian ................................................................................................................................................ Tina Castle 
Organist .............................................................................................................................................Bryan Latimer 
Director of Music & Chancel Choir ........................................................................................................ Rod Bieber 
Bell Choir Director ................................................................................................................ Catherine McMichael 
Children’s Choir Director ........................................................................................................... Bethany Tomasino 
Nursery Supervisors ........................................................................................................................ Karissa Schultz 
Audio Visual Technicians .................................................. Brian Hatch, Andy Sharrow, Angie Smith, Izzy Terhune 

Lyrics Reproduced in Bulletin by permission:  CCLI#1003593. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Music History 
 

For the past 28 years, one thing stands out: we have been blessed with one of the finest, most talented, 
long-standing team of musicians to lead our music program with Rod Bieber, Catherine McMichael and 
Bryan Latimer. Our former minister, Rev. Kathy, called them ‘the big three.’ And, indeed, they are! 
 

This dynamic trio began when Rod Bieber became our Music Director in 1998, 
following in the footsteps of the late Jan Stringer. For the past 28 years, Rod has 
worked closely with our ministers in planning, coordinating and rehearsing 
meaningful music, with the choir, that complements our worship needs.  
 

Rod remembers starting to attend Saginaw First United with his young children, 
Meredith and Nathan, pulling them in the wagon from the family home in The 
Village, near the church. A lot of the music in Rod’s life involved churches, and 
he wanted his children to have the same experience. He recalls it also gave wife, 
Catherine McMichael, a much-needed hour of ‘alone time’! 
 

As Music Director, Rod has challenged the choir to perform the classics of church 
music from composers such as Bach, Beethoven, Handel and others. At the same 
time, he has introduced newer, contemporary pieces that feature other cultures 
and rhythms. Rod’s broad-based approach to music offers choir members and 
the congregation an opportunity to experience different musical sounds and 
genres. He has often included drums and other rhythm instruments.  
 

A special memory of both Rod and Catherine is the church’s production of the Christmas classic, ‘Amahl 
and the Night Visitors,’ that the choir performed on two separate occasions. Young son, Nathan, played 
Amahl in both productions.  
 

As an accomplished violinist and teacher, Rod was also the concertmaster of the Saginaw Bay Symphony 
Orchestra when he was approached to start an after-school music school, which included the youth 
orchestra. Rod accepted the challenge and has been the director of the Saginaw Bay Youth Orchestra for 
about thirty years, demonstrating his dedication to future generations of symphony musicians. FUMC 
has played host to these gifted students for individual practices and orchestra rehearsals.  
 

Rod’s favorite violin student was his son, Nathan, who has gone on to his own successful career in violin 
performance, conducting, and musical arranging and scoring for film. Our church family has enjoyed 
numerous violin solos and duets from this father/son duo over the years. 
 

Rod’s quiet commitment to providing music that speaks to us in worship is a reflection of his love of 
musical expression and his ability to bring out the best in others. While the choir is smaller than in 
previous years, they are no less dedicated or up for a challenge. And, with Rod’s quiet determination, 
positive attitude and good nature, the choir has continued to share meaningful music that enhances our 
worship experience. 

Rod Bieber, 
Music Director 



Catherine McMichael is celebrating 27 years with us. Catherine joined the 
team in 1999, as our bell choir director, following in the steps of the late Jan 
Stringer. A side note: in trying to recall when she came on board, Catherine 
said she knows it was a year after Rod because he reviewed her application! 
As Catherine tells the story, “When I took the bell director job the first thing 
I did was see what we had. I dug through the bell room and to my surprise, 
we had 3½ octaves, plus a low G.  (C4 - G7). The first thing I did was order 
the little bells up to the high C8, and after a little while we bought the lower 
bells to fill in down to the G3(B3-G#3). So, we were now at 4½ octaves, a 
somewhat awkward range. The majority of challenging bell repertoire is 
written for bells using all 5 octaves. And, I wanted to have a full 5 octaves, 
down to C3 (what we have now).” 
 

The church is a member of American Guild of English Handbell Ringers and 
membership includes a subscription to the Overtones quarterly magazine, 
including classified ads in the back. Catherine checked the ads, didn’t find what she was looking for, and 
called the magazine asking if any new ‘for sale’ ads were coming in. Turns out there was one for the 7 
low Whitechapel bells (the ORIGINAL maker of handbells, English), for $1,000. Long story short, the bells 
were purchased. When they arrived, it was clear that they hadn’t been polished in an age, and it took a 
lot of elbow grease to clean them. But they were perfect, and Bells on High have been ringing them for 
at least 20 years. 
 

In addition to being our bell choir director, Catherine is also an accomplished pianist and composer for 
both bells and piano, has had her compositions premiered around the world, and is the accompanist for 
the Saginaw Choral Society and other area musical organizations. During worship services we’re often 
treated to wonderful piano solos, as well as duets featuring Catherine and Bryan Latimer, our 
Organist/Pianist.  
 

In 2004 Catherine was honored in Norfolk, Virginia as the national competition winner by the American 
Guild of English Handbell Ringers for her composition “Allegro Glorioso” which was performed by 
‘hundreds of ringers.’ 

 
Bryan Latimer came to Saginaw First United in 2000. As an accompanist, Bryan 
supports the choir and soloists and provides musical assistance for the kids’ 
Christmas plays, the Children’s Choir, and offers comfort to grieving families with 
his musical offerings. Like Rod, Bryan has also worked closely with our clergy 
through the years in selecting music to enhance our weekly services. Bryan often 
includes his own arrangements of musical pieces and frequently provides special 
music for worship with both piano and voice. Yes, he also sings! His musical 
talents on both organ and piano add a special dimension to each worship service. 
In addition to his accompanist role, Bryan is also a member of our Bells on High 
bell choir.  
 

For many years now, Bryan has been responsible for planning and implementing 
our monthly Taizé worship services from selecting the readings and music, to 

beautifully decorating the altar to reflect the theme and message of each service.  
 

Catherine McMichael, 
Director – Bells on High 

Bryan Latimer, 
Organist/Pianist 



We appreciate Bryan’s musical gifts throughout the year, but especially on Easter Sunday when he graces 
us by playing the powerful and challenging Widor ‘Toccata’ on the organ. And, as if his musical talents 
weren’t enough, Bryan also has a great sense of humor, ‘specializing’ in groan-inducing puns!  
 

With Rod Bieber, Catherine McMichael and Bryan Latimer, Saginaw First United has been blessed with 
outstanding musical talent and leadership for over a quarter of a century! Making music history? Indeed. 
 

Anne Marks-Gaertner 
Chair, 175th Anniversary Celebration                   
 
 

 


