First United Methodist Chauwchv
Welcome! We are v Congregatiow devoted to-loving the whole city and loving the city whole!
August 23, 2026 - 10:00am - 14* Sunday in Pentecost

GATHERING AND PRAISE

Prelude: “Gather Us In” by Marty Haugen

Welcome and Announcements — Please sign in on the Attendance pads,
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically
or use this link: https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159.

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns.

* Please stand if you are able.

*Opening Hymn UMH #133: “Leaning On the Everlasting Arms”

1) What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 2) O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms; Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, O how bright the path
what a peace is mine, grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)
Refrain: Leaning, leaning, 3) What have | to dread, what have | to fear,
Safe and secure from all alarms; Leaning on the everlasting arms?
Leaning, leaning, | have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Leaning on the everlasting arms. (Refrain)

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*Call to Worship: (adapted from Il Corinthians 12:1-10)

One: Come, beloved friends, to this service of worship. Bring your questions, but also
your faith in God’s guidance and wisdom. Open yourselves to the Spirit’s moving.

All:  We come with humble hearts and willing hands, ready to boast only of God’s work
and God’s grace, which is sufficient for our journey.

One: Come, seeking not only to believe, but to be channels for God’s power.

All: God’s power is not coercion or dominance —it is love given freely and lived out in
our daily lives.

One: Let not grief or disappointment so cloud our vision that we lose our hope or fail in
our witness to the goodness of Jesus Christ.

All: Come, Holy God, whose love is power, whose life is hope, whose presence is
unfailing joy: guide our steps until we know the deep joy of ministry and service
even in these challenging days, in Christ’s Holy Name, Amen.



Time of Prayer — During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor.

*Prayer Chorus UMH #405: “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and God’s righteousness,
And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, Alleluia!
Ask, and it shall be given unto you,; seek and ye shall find;
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, Alleluia!

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer — Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

Living Our Gratitude
J You can support your church family by giving in person or online.
Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings.
Use the QR code to the right or give online here:
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give

The Offertory: “He Is Exalted” by Twila Paris

The Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; UMH #94
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Creating and eternal God, whose grace is sufficient for
us and whose power is made perfect in weakness. In our weakness and insufficiency,
we offer our lives and the fruit of our hands for the work of kingdom here and now.
Bless these gifts and follow them with your grace, for the transformation of the world
in Jesus’ Holy name. Amen.

Special Music: “Praise Medley” w/m by Kathleen Jimenez
Kathleen Jimenez, Piano/Vocals

Children’s Message — A special moment just for kids

Chorus UMH #191: “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.



Scripture Lesson: [l Corinthians 12:1-2, 5-10 Pew Bible N.T. pg. 174-175

11tis necessary to boast; nothing is to be gained by it, but | will go on to visions and revelations
of the Lord. 21 know a person in Christ who, fourteen years ago, was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body, | do not know; God knows... >On behalf of
such a one, | will boast. But on my own behalf, | will not boast, except of my weaknesses.
®But if | wish to boast, | will not be a fool, for | will be speaking the truth. But | refrain from
it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, ’even
considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being
too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep
me from being too elated. 8 Three times | appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave
me, 2but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in
weakness.” So | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me. 1° Therefore | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and calamities for the sake of Christ, for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

Response to the Word
One: This is the Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God!

Video Clip: Happiness for Beginners: | know lost; You’re not lost”

Sermon: “HFB3: USING OUR WEAKNESS FOR STRENGTH” Rev. Amy Terhune




WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn FWS #2162: “Grace Alone”

1) Every promise we can make, 2) Every soul we long to reach,
Every prayer and step of faith, Every heart we hope to teach,
Every difference we will make Everywhere we share his peace
Is only by his grace. Is only by his grace.

Every mountain we will climb, Every loving word we say,
Every ray of hope we shine, Every tear we wipe away,
Every blessing left behind Every sorrow turned to praise
Is only by his grace. [Refrain] Is only by his grace. [Refrain]

Refrain: Grace alone which God supplies, Strength unknown he will provide.
Christ in us our Cornerstone; We will go forth in grace alone.

*Benediction: (adapted from Nathan Nettleton, ©2003, http://www.laughingbird.net)
One: Beloved, go now to live God’s love in real time. Do not fear your weakness, for it is
then that Christ’s strength is known. God’s grace is sufficient! And may God be your
strength and safe haven; May the power of Christ Jesus dwell in you; and may the
Holy Spirit be your guide and guardian forever:
All:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation. Thanks be to

God. Amen.
* postlude: “Sent Out In Jesus’ Name” Traditional Cuban; arr. Carmen Pefia
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS: Thank you for your service!! Liturgist: Anne Marks-Gaertner / Greeters: Judy
Briggs, Belinda Hatch / Ushers: Bob Bula, Chuck Priem, Bill Johnson Jr., Bill Cowdry / Welcome
Center: Jan Tolley / Coffee Hour: Carla Piazza-Wistehuff / Sound Board: Angie Smith / Nursery:
Karissa Schultz / Counters: Sue Myers, Jan Talkington

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO BETH LASKY, who is filling in today for Bryan Latimer while he is away on
vacation. Thank you, Beth, for sharing beautiful music with us all!!

OUR SYMPATHY to Bev Heitkamp and family on the passing of Joe Heitkamp on August 16, 2026. Funeral
Services will be held tomorrow, Monday 8/24, at Case Funeral Home on Mackinaw Road at 11:00am,
with visitation beforehand from 9:00-11:00am, and a luncheon following at the Funeral Home.

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond,
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods. Also, please pray for
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran.

KIDS CHOIR — will rehearse over the summer on the following dates: August 30, September 13,
September 20. Kid’s Choir will sing in worship NEXT SUNDAY, August 30.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175™" Anniversary. ALL ARE
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year. We will rehearse the Anniversary
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, August 27", September 10, 17t, and 24,

THE FREE MEAL COMMITTEE will meet Sunday, August 30 following worship. Any who would like to be
involved are welcome and encouraged to attend.

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2" Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. September 8. Menu TBD.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: Trustees Committee: Tues. Aug. 25—7:15pm
Staff/Parish Committee (SPRC): Tues. Sept. 1 —6:30pm
Nominations/Lay Leadership: Wed. Sept. 2 —11:00am

ALL CHURCH PHOTO - In preparation for the 175™ Anniversary, we will be taking an all-church photo
following worship on Sunday, September 13. This day will also be our ministry fair and Kid’s Club.
Please plan to be here that day and stay to be part of the congregational photo. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — the 175™ Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. E
will take place Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our
preacher, followed by a light luncheon and program. Former pastors and members
will join us for the celebration. Invitations have gone out. RSVP using the QR Code
to the right or this link: https.//form.jotform.com/firstumsag/175th-anniversary-rsvp

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR throughout August given in joy and gratitude for the church family at First UMC.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Be sure to check in on Facebook! The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are!
YouTube: Saginaw First UMC Bluesky: FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social

Facebook: @firstumcofsaginaw Instagram: saginawfumc



Kay Mertz
Celebrating 49 Years of Membership

Kay Mertz, and her late husband, Larry,
‘discovered’ First U.M.C. when their friends Jim
and Lynn Stewart invited them to worship. Kay’s
daughters and Stewarts’ girls were school friends.
What drew them to our church were the people
and activities. For Kay that meant the choir where
she was a long-time member. Larry served as an
usher and greeter for many, many years. Later, Kay
would serve several years as chair of the
Memorials Committee, helping to support and
beautify the church through financial gifts left in

memory of loved ones. Throughout her long membership, Kay says that it’s the people in the
church that have kept her connected and supported. She always enjoyed Sunday morning coffee
hour and participated in the Wednesday morning Jump Start breakfast. These two small group
gatherings helped Kay get through Larry’s death. And those groups of women continue to be
important friendships in her life. For Kay, First U.M.C. has always been about the people. They
shared their lives and let her share hers, too. She and Larry had a close group of six church
members that played cards and traveled together. When she looks back on her long
membership, it’s the people and friendships she treasures most. “This church felt like home right

from the beginning.”



Get to know lay people from
other member congregations and come
together for meaningful conversation.
United for power to change our community!

TONIGHT!!
5:00 - 7:30pm

World Outreach Campus

2405 Bay Road at Deindorfer Road
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

EVENT IS FREE AND INCLUDES DINNER
Please RSVP to your Pastor.




