First United Methodist Church of Saginaw
CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE IN THE STYLE OF TAIZE
JuLy1, 2026 7:00 p.m.
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Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12: 1213

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free- and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

All songs reproduced by permission. CCLI License #1003593 Saginaw First United Methodist Church
JOIN Vs for the next contemplative service at 7pm on Aug. 5, 2026! 4790 Gratiot Rd, Saginaw, MI 48638
ALL ARE WELCOME at worship on Sundays at 10am! Phone: (989) 799-0131
ALL ARE WELCOME at our FREE MEAL - Tues. July 14, 5:30-6:30pm Email: firstumcsaginaw@gmail.com

Check out our website: www.firstumcsaginaw.org Find us on Facebook @firstumcofsaginaw




Reading: A Prayer for America — by Tamara Lebak

God of many names, you who have endowed us
with the inalienable rights of Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness,
Let us remember this day that in this country there is no national religion.
There is no superior race. There is no preferable gender or orientation.

We gather holding a common value,
that the glory of this country rests first and foremost in its diversity.
Out of many ideas, out of many beliefs, out of many views, out of many voices,
out of many passions, out of many experiences, We are one.
Help us O God, to never forget that we need not be alike to live and love alike.

We ask for forgiveness this day for our national and individual transgressions...
When we have chosen inaction or silence in the face of injustice,
and for abuse of power- and our failure to claim our own.
We ask forgiveness for when we have not known our neighbor,
fed our hungry, or equipped the future generation with knowledge and love.

We ask for 3 blessing on this nation according to our own faith and forms
and pledge our voice in support of moving closer and closer to freedom,
in the names of those who have come before and those who are yet to be,
and in the names of all the helpers of humankind. Amen.

Silence (2 minutes)

Song: “Chtist Our Peace”

words and music by Marty Haugen, <2007 by GIA Publications, Inc.
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Christ,  our peace, you  break down the walls thatdi-  vide us;
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Scripture: Romans 8: 18

For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the

glory which shall be revealed in us.



Reading: Seeking That Wthb Unites Us - by Sara Eileen LaWall

Spirit of Life and Love,

In this time of uncertainty

Of fear and angst

Our nation holds its collective breath

In this time, when rhetoric blusters about
And words are used 3s weapons

Our nation clenches its fists

Tightens its shoulders, eyes squeezed shut
Some are preparing for 3 fight

May we remember we are a people of resilience
We have faced uncertainty before

We have weathered storms

We have been consumed by flames

We have risen like the phoenix from the ashes
And we will again

We, the people

Song: “Lord Jesus Christ”
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May we remember our shared humanity

Our universal kinship; our interdependence
As we unclench our fists and breathe together
Breathing in love and breathing out peace
May we recognize

The spark of the divine inside all of us

Even those we are not quite sure about

In this time of uncertainty

We remember the good will go on

As we work to move forward together

We the people

Seeking that which unites us

With our arms reaching out wide

For life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
May love prevail.

[n the name of all that is holy we pray, Amen.

w/m by Jacques Berthier, c1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community
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Lord Je - sus Christ, your light shines with - in us.
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Let not my doubts nor my dark-ness speak to me. Lord Je - sus Christ, your
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light shines with-in us. Let

my heart

al-ways wel - come your love.
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Tlme O{ P!’ayer — Pastor Amy Terhune
Silence (10 minutes)

Song: “How Good and Pleasant It Is”

words based on Psalm 133:1, music Israeli traditional, arr. John L Bell, c2007 WGRG, lona Community
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How good and plea-sant it  is when God's peo-ple live to - ge - ther.
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Benedic’cion — by Michael Saward

As we go forth from this place,
may we help fulfill God's promise to make 3l things new-
restoring peace where there has been hatred,
rekindling friendship where there has been enmity,
relieving suffering where there has been violence
and recreating 3 united nation;
for the good of the people and for the peace of the world. Amen.



