
       First United Methodist Church      

Welcome!  We are a Congregation devoted to loving the whole city and loving the city whole! 

August 2, 2026 – 10:00am – 11
th

 Sunday in Pentecost  / Communion 

 
 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 

Prelude:   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”              by Johan C. Nageli; arr. Neil Harmon 

 
Welcome and Announcements –  Please sign in on the Attendance pads,  

or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically  
or use this link:  https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159. 
 

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns. 
 

* Please stand if you are able. 
 

*Opening Hymn UMH #61:   “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
 

1) Come, thou almighty King, 
Help us thy name to sing, 
Help us to praise! 
Father all glorious, 
O'er all victorious, 
Come and reign over us,  
Ancient of Days! 
 

2) Come, thou incarnate Word, 
Gird on thy mighty sword, 
Our prayer attend! 
Come, and thy people bless, 
And give thy word success; 
Spirit of holiness, on us descend! 

3) Come, holy Comforter, 
Thy sacred witness bear 
In this glad hour. 
Thou who almighty art, 
Now rule in every heart, 
And ne'er from us depart,  
Spirit of power! 
 

4) To thee, great One in Three, 
Eternal praises be, 
Hence, evermore. 
Thy sovereign majesty 
May we in glory see, 
And to eternity love and adore! 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

The Unison Prayer of Confession:         (adapted from https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/confession-assurance-psalm-17.html) 

O Lord, we confess that we haven’t always done what is right; that some of our attitudes 
and actions have hurt others and ourselves, and have grieved You.  Forgive us.  In Your 
mercy, look deeply into our hearts.  Examine our thoughts and our actions.  Test our 
motivations.  Bring to light all the things in our lives that dishonor You.  We want to follow 
You with integrity, to obey the commandments You have given us, and to walk in ways that 
honor the life, teaching, death, and resurrection of Jesus our Savior. 

 
Words of Assurance 

One: Beloved, our God never fails to hear us when we call to him.  Trust in his forgiveness 
and unfailing love, and be at peace, for God rescues all who take refuge in Him. 



Time of Prayer – During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor. 

*Prayer Chorus FWS #2267:   “Taste and See” 

Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
O, taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Living Our Gratitude  

♫ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.  
 Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings. 

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give 

The Offertory:   “Go Down, Moses / Wade in the Water”    Afro-American Spiritual; arr. Larry Shackley 

The Doxology:   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;      UMH #94 
Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Loving God, you meet us in the empty places of our 
lives and fill us with grace. You nourish us with compassion and walk beside us in times 
of need. May these gifts be used to sustain others, that all may experience your 
redeeming Spirit. Through Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson:       Matthew 7:21-23              Pew Bible N.T. pg. 7 

     John 14:8-11           Pew Bible N.T. pg. 102 

Matthew 7:21-23   21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.  22 On that day many 
will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’  23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; go away from me, you who behave lawlessly.’ 

John 14:8-11   8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because 
of the works themselves. 

 



 

Children’s Message – A special moment just for kids       Kathleen Jimenez, Guest Preacher 

Chorus UMH #191:   “Jesus Loves Me” 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.   

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Scripture Lesson:          Psalm 17:1-7          Pew Bible O.T. pg. 469-470 

1 Hear me, Lord, my plea is just; listen to my cry.  Hear my prayer—it does not rise from 
deceitful lips.  2 Let my vindication come from you; may your eyes see what is right.  3 Though 
you probe my heart, though you examine me at night and test me, you will find that I have 
planned no evil; my mouth has not transgressed.  4 Though people tried to bribe me, I have 
kept myself from the ways of the violent through what your lips have commanded.  5 My 
steps have held to your paths; my feet have not stumbled.  6 I call on you, my God, for you 
will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.  7 Show me the wonders of your 
great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you from their foes. 

Response to the Word 
 One:  This is the Word of God for the people of God 
 All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon:   “TO KNOW AND BE KNOWN”             Kathleen Jimenez, Guest Preacher 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion                  Musical Setting A, UMH pg. 17 

One: The Lord be with you, 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.   

Through your Word, you created all things and called them good. 
When we fell into sin, you did not desert us. 
You made covenant with your people Israel,  

and spoke through prophets, teachers, and leaders. 
In Jesus Christ, your Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

full of grace and truth, and we have seen his glory. 
And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

All:    Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 



One:  Holy are you, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ,  who called you Abba Father.  
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captive and recovering of sight to the blind; 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
In Jesus’ suffering and death, you took upon yourself our sin and death  

and destroyed their power forever. 
You raised from the dead this same Jesus, our Savior, 

who now reigns with you in glory, and poured upon us your Holy Spirit, 
making us the people of your new covenant. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,  
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take; eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   

Likewise, when the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,  
gave it to his disciples, and said:  “Drink from this all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  As often as you drink of this, remember me. 

And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Christ Jesus,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 

All:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
 

One:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ;  

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.   
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other,  

and one in ministry to all the world,  
Until the day when we and all your people from every time and place 

are gathered into the unity of your eternal household  
to feast with Christ Victorious at your table forever. 

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.   

 

All:  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Those who worship with us in person this morning are invited to come forward via the center aisle, 
take a piece of bread and a dip it into the chalice and partake.  

Gluten free wafers are available. 
Then return to your seats via the side aisles. 

If you’re unable to come forward, please raise your hand and communion will be brought to you. 
 

Those who worship online from home this morning are invited to use what you have in your home  
(bread, crackers, juice, etc.) to participate in the sacrament along with the congregation. 

 

Music for Communion:   “Fairest Lord Jesus”         by Shleisische Volslieder (1842); arr. Marianne Kim 



 
WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

*Closing Hymn UMH #451:   “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

1) Be thou my vision,  
O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me  
Save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought  
By day and by night; 
Waking or sleeping,  
Thy presence my light. 

 

2) Be thou my wisdom,  
And thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and  
Thou with me, Lord. 

Thou and thou only,  
First in my heart, 
Great God of Heaven,  
My treasure thou art. 
 

3) Great God of Heaven,  
My victory won, 
May I reach Heaven's joys,  
O bright Heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my heart,  
Whatever befall, 
Still be my vision,  
O Ruler of all. 

 
*Benediction: 

One: Beloved, as you have been fed at the table, go now to feed the hungry world.  As you 
have tasted the love of Christ, go to bring hope where there is despair.  And may the 
peace of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, and the companionship of the Holy Spirit go 
with you always. 

All: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen. 

 

* Postlude:   “Become to Us the Living Bread”          by Melchior Vulpius; arr. Christopher Gale 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:  Thank you for your service!!  Guest Preacher:  Kathleen Jimenez  /  Liturgist:  Cal 
Mott  /  Greeters: Bill Johnson and Bonnie Dole  /  Ushers: Bill Cowdry, Pam Mott, Dave O’Dell, Angie 
Smith  /  Welcome Center: Kathy Winkowski  /  Communion Servers:  Karen Constan, Dr. Lou Constan, 
Judy O’Dell  /  Coffee Hour:  Carla Piazza-Wistehuff  /  Sound Board:  Angie Smith  /  Nursery:  Karissa 
Schultz  /  Counters:  Jacquie Matlock and Dee Mills 

 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa 
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring 
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb 
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond, 
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods.  Also, please pray for 
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran. 

 

WELCOME Kathleen Jimenez, who is preaching today while Pastor Amy is on vacation, and will officiate 
at the Sacrament of Holy Communion today.  Kathleen (and her late husband Manny) are the co-
founders and directors of KMJ Ministries and you can learn more about her and her ministry at 
https://www.kmjministries.com. 

 

KIDS CHOIR – will rehearse over the summer on the following dates:  August 16, August 30, September 
13, September 20.  Kid’s Choir will sing in worship on Sunday, August 30.   

 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175th Anniversary.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year.  We will rehearse the Anniversary 
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, August 13th & 27th, and September 10th, 17th, and 24th.   

 

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. August 11.  On the Menu 
in August:  Hot Dogs & Hamburgers, Baked Beans, Chips, and Watermelon! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – the 175th Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. 
will take place Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our 
preacher, followed by a light luncheon and program.  Former pastors and members 
will join us for the celebration.  Invitations have gone out.  RSVP at this link or use the 
QR Code to the right:  https://form.jotform.com/firstumsag/175th-anniversary-rsvp 

 

PASTOR AMY WILL BE ON VACATION in Boston from Thursday, July 30 thru Friday, August 7.  Rev. 
Brenda Gordon, from St. Charles U.M.C. will cover pastoral emergencies this week while Pastor Amy 
is away.  She can be reached at (231) 631-1055. 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!   
Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are! 
YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC    Bluesky:  FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social 
Facebook:  @firstumcofsaginaw     Instagram:  saginawfumc 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kmjministries.com/
https://form.jotform.com/firstumsag/175th-anniversary-rsvp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne and Phyllis Henney 
Celebrating 51 Years of Membership 

 
Phyllis Henney recalls that she first started going to 
State Street United Methodist but nobody talked to 
her. So, she visited First United Methodist Church and 
they were very friendly, very welcoming. Once Phyllis 
had found her church ‘home,’ her husband, Wayne, 
began worshipping with her, too. Through their 51 
years of membership, both Phyllis and Wayne have 
been active in church’s life and ministry. Phyllis has 
been a long-time member of women’s circle, now 
Rebecca Fellowship, and those friendships continue to 
be an important part of why this church remains so 
special to her. Through the years, she also enjoyed 
participating in the holiday bazaar, harvest dinners, 
and rummage sales. Wayne made connections 
through the men’s breakfast and serving on boards 

and committees like the Trustees. He was also a part of the 2012 sanctuary renovation team. Now in 
their 51st year with us, both Wayne and Phyllis are grateful for Pastor Amy’s diligence in reaching out to 
them, especially when there have been medical emergencies. The support of their pastor and the 
concern and care of other church friends and members continue to enrich their faith journey.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGISTRATION FORM – VBS 2026 

Sunday, August 9, 5:30-7:45pm 
Monday, August 10, 5:30-7:45pm 
Tuesday, August 11, 5:30-7:45pm 

 
FREE for all kids who are potty trained  

Through the 5th grade 
Evening includes dinner, storytime, songs,  

crafts, games and MESSY TIME!!!!!!!! 
NOTE:  DON’T WEAR YOUR BEST CLOTHES! 

YOUTH HELPERS NEEDED 
 
 

You can register online at:   
https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050  

or use the QR code to the left to register online! 
 
 

Name of Child/Youth #1 attending/helping with VBS:                
Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping 

Grade:        Birthdate:         /       /    School:                  

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?           

                             

 

Name of Child/Youth #2 attending/helping with VBS:                
Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping 

Grade:        Birthdate:         /       /    School:                  

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?           

                             

 

Name of Child/Youth #3 attending/helping with VBS:                
Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping 

Grade:        Birthdate:         /       /    School:                  

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?           

                             

 

Parent Guardian Name:                         
Address:                             

Contact Phone:   (       )       Texts?   Y   N      Email:              

https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050

