Welcome! We awre v Congregation devoted to-loving the whole city and loving the city whole!

First United Methodist Chuuwch

July 26, 2026 - 10:00amv - 10* Sunday in Pentecost

GATHERING AND PRAISE

Prelude: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Welcome and Announcements — Please sign in on the Attendance pads,
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically
or use this link: https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159.

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns.

* Please stand if you are able.

by John F. Wade; arr. Gene Roberson

*Opening Hymn for Christmas In July —= UMH #250: “Once In Royal David’s City”

1) Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed:
Mary, loving mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

2) He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall:
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3)

4)

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern;
Day by day, like us he grew.

He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness
And he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above,

And he leads his children on

To the place where he is gone.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*Call to Worship:

One: Like empty jars, we come to be filled.

(adapted from J.W. Howell in “Touch Holiness”, 2" Ed; page 187)

All: Like aged wine in a cask, we come to be poured out.
One: Like ornamental candles, we come to be set ablaze.
All:  Like weary travelers, we come to find rest.

One: Like lovers drifted apart, we come to be reconciled.
All:  Like little children, we come open to surprises.

One: And so, come, people of God, for all are welcome here.

All:  We bring our needs and our gifts, and we come to worship the one who meets our

needs; the giver of every good and perfect gift. Thanks be to God!



Time of Prayer — During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor.

*Prayer Chorus FWS #2025: “As The Deer”
As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after you
You alone are my heart’s desire and | long to worship you.
You alone are my strength my shield; To you alone may my spirit yield
You alone are my heart’s desire and | long to worship you.

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer — Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

Living Our Gratitude
JJ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.
Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings.
Use the QR code to the right or give online here:
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give

The Offertory: “More Precious Than Silver” by Lynn DeShazo; arr. Phillip Keveren

The Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; UMH #94
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Holy God, we bring our gifts mindful that you can turn
small mustard seeds into great trees, and breadcrumbs into a meal for thousands. So
take these gifts and multiply them for your purposes, that they may not only support
the mission of the church, but advance the Kingdom of God among us, in Christ’s
precious name. Amen.

Special Music: “In Christ Alone” w/m by Keith Getty / Stuard Townsend
Madeline Curtiss, Bryan Latimer, and Kathy Winkowski, Trio

Children’s Message — A special moment just for kids

Chorus UMH #191: “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.



Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-53 Pew Bible N.T. pg. 14

31He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened”... *“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. %> “Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; %6 on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. #/ “Again, the kingdom of heaven
is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; * when it was full,
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. #°So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous *°and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. > “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” >2 And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
>3When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.

Response to the Word
One: This is the Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon: “THY KINGDOM COME” Rev. Amy Terhune




WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn FWS #2241: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

1) The Spirit sends us forth to serve; 3) We go to be the hands of Christ,
We go in Jesus’ name To scatter joy like seed
To bring glad tidings to the poor, And, all our days, to cherish life,
God’s favor to proclaim. To do the loving deed.

2) We go to comfort those who mourn 4) Then let us go to serve in peace,
And set the burdened free; The gospel to proclaim.
Where hope is dim, to share a dream God’s Spirit has empowered us;
And help the blind to see. We go in Jesus’ name.

*Benediction: (from http://rockhay.tripod.com/worship/orders/2010/10-10-03.htm.)

One: Beloved, imagine what a mustard seed of faith might do this week in your life. Not a
quart, nor a gallon, nor a truckload. Just a mustard seed. Imagine. Now go and live
out that grace in your own life and in service to others in Jesus’ name.

All:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation. Thanks be to

God. Amen.
* Postlude: “/ Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” by Aaron Williams; arr. Phil Lehenbauer
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS: Thank you for your service!! Liturgist: Judy O’Dell / Greeters: Belinda Hatch /
Ushers: Bob Bula, Church Priem, Bill Cowdry, and Bill Johnson Jr. / Welcome Center: Betty Jo Cloud
/ Coffee Hour: NEEDED / Sound Board: Angie Smith / Nursery: Karissa Schultz / Counters: Sue
Myers and Jan Talkington

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond,
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods. Also, please pray for
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran.

OUR SYMPATHY is extended to Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter, who was our guest preacher last Sunday.
Her father passed on to eternity on Wednesday, July 22, as she was leading our District event here.

KIDS CHOIR - will rehearse over the summer on the following dates: July 26, August 16, August 30,
September 13, September 20. Kid’s Choir will sing in worship on Sunday, August 30.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175" Anniversary. ALL ARE
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year. We will rehearse the Anniversary
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, August 13t & 27, and September 10t, 17t, and 24",

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2" Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. August 11. On the Menu
in August: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers, Baked Beans, Chips, and Watermelon!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — the 175™ Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. will take place
Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our preacher, followed by a light
luncheon and program. Former pastors and members will join us for the celebration. Invitations and
an opportunity to RSVP will be made available later this summer.

PASTOR AMY WILL BE ON VACATION in Boston from Thursday, July 30 thru Friday, August 7. Rev.
Brenda Gordon, from St. Charles U.M.C. will cover pastoral emergencies that week while Pastor Amy is
away. She can be reached at (231) 631-1055.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Be sure to check in on Facebook! The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are!
YouTube: Saginaw First UMC Bluesky: FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social

Facebook: @firstumcofsaginaw Instagram: saginawfumc



Betty Jo Cloud
Celebrating 51 Years of Membership

Growing up, Betty Jo Cloud was a member of the Presbyterian Church
in her home town of Perrysburg, OH. Her future husband, Jim, was a
member of St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church in Findlay, OH. After
marrying in Betty Jo’s church, they settled in Findlay where Jim worked.
Betty Jo began attending St. Andrew’s and, eventually, transferred her
membership there. A job transfer brought them, and their three young
children, to Carrollton in 1970. As the kids grew, Betty Jo and Jim started
thinking about area school systems, did some asking around and
decided to buy a home and settle in Saginaw Township. Not long after,
they started attending First United Methodist Church where they
immediately felt at home because everyone was friendly and
welcoming. Betty Jo remembers that Rev. Carole Johns, the Associate
Pastor at the time, was instrumental in following up with them,
especially encouraging the kids to get involved. Youngest son, Michael,
had a friend from school who attended the church, so that was a good connection for the family, too.
Betty Jo and Jim transferred their membership from Findlay, OH, to our congregation in May, 1975, and
were soon active in the life of the church. Jim was an usher for 40 years and was an active member of
the Men’s Group. Betty Jo was a member of the bell choir, under the direction of the late Jan Stringer,
for 10 to 15 years. And because she was working, Betty Jo joined Susannah Fellowship, the women’s
group that met in the evenings. Betty Jo also worked on the Harvest dinners and annual rummage sales
for many years. Today she is a member of Rebecca Fellowship, attends the Jump Start breakfast on
Wednesday mornings, has participated in chair yoga classes, and attends the monthly game day at
church. One of her favorite memories of her time at First United is the former 11pm Christmas Eve
service because of its beauty and simplicity. When she thinks of her time at First United Methodist
Church, Betty Jo is grateful that the church welcomed her family so warmly right from the beginning.
She’s grateful, too, for the many friendships that continue to touch her life, along with memories of
several excellent ministers through the years, including Pastor Hal and Rev. Kathy. And Pastor Amy’s
visits during difficult times of poor health and grief at Jim’s passing, have been so very much appreciated.




REGISTRATION FORM - VBS 2026

Sunday, August 9, 5:30-7:45pm
Monday, August 10, 5:30-7:45pm
Tuesday, August 11, 5:30-7:45pm

FREE for all kids who are potty trained
Through the 5" grade
Evening includes dinner, storytime, songs,

NOTE: DON’T WEAR YOUR BEST CLOTHES!
YOUTH HELPERS NEEDED

You can register online at:
https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050
or use the QR code to the left to register online!

Name of Child/Youth #1 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping

Grade: Birthdate: /  / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #2 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: [/ School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #3 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: /[ / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Parent Guardian Name:

Address:

Contact Phone: ( ) Texts? Y N  Email:



https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050

