First United Methodist Chuuwch

Welcome! We are a Congregatiow devoted to-loving the whole city and loving the city whole!
July 19, 2026 - 10:00amv - 9% Sunday invPentecost

GATHERING AND PRAISE

Prelude: “Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace” by Sebastian Temple; arr. Anthony Giamanco

Welcome and Announcements — Please sign in on the Attendance pads,
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically
or use this link: https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159.

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns.

* Please stand if you are able.

*Opening Hymn UMH #560: “Help Us Accept Each Other”

1) Help us accept each other 3) Let your acceptance change us,
as Christ accepted us; so that we may be moved
Teach us as sister, brother, In living situations
each person to embrace. to do the truth in love;
Be present, Lord, among us, To practice your acceptance,
and bring us to believe until we know by heart
We are ourselves accepted The table of forgiveness
and meant to love and live. and laughter's healing art.
2) Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 4) Lord, for today's encounters
as in our daily life with all who are in need,
We struggle to be human Who hunger for acceptance,
and search for hope and faith. for righteousness and bread,
Teach us to care for people, We need new eyes for seeing,
for all, not just for some, new hands for holding on;
To love them as we find them, Renew us with your Spirit;
or as they may become. Lord, free us, make us one!

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*The Call to Worship:

One: Come, people of God, let us worship with open hearts and minds, ready to give
thanks for our many blessings, and to learn more deeply. Together, let us pray:

All:  Gracious God, you created each of us with unique gifts, stories, personalities, and
ways of seeing the world. Teach us to honor those differences with humility rather
than judgment, with curiosity rather than assumption, and with love rather than
fear. Help us to listen before we speak, to seek understanding before we offer
answers, and to serve others in ways that truly meet their needs. Make us people
who reflect the grace we have received in Christ, so that our relationships become
places of healing, trust, and renewal. In the name of Jesus, who showed us the
fullness of love. Amen.



Time of Prayer — During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor.

*Prayer Chorus: “This We Shall Do”  ©iohn L. Bell, 2008 WGRC, lona Community, Scotland, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer — Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

Living Our Gratitude
JJ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.
Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings.
Use the QR code to the right or give online here:
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give

The Offertory: “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” by peter Scholtes; arr. Charity B. Putnam

The Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; UMH #94
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Holy God, we bring these gifts, and with them, our very
selves, that all we are and all we have may be used to advance your kingdom and share
your compassion and grace with the world you gave your life to save. Amen.

Special Music: ”Testify to Love” w/m by Paul Field, Henk Pool, Ralph Van Manen, Robert Riekerk
Evelyn Kraynak, soloist



Children’s Message — A special moment just for kids

Chorus UMH #191: “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Scripture Lesson: Micah 6:8 Pew Bible O.T. pg. 816
Matthew 7:1-12 Pew Bible N.T. pg. 6-7

Micah 6:8 — 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

Matthew 7:1-12 — 1 “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For the judgment you
give will be the judgment you get, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.
3Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own? 4 Or
how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,” while the log is in
your own eye? °You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. ® “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and
do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under foot and turn and
maul you. 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. °Is there anyone among you who, if
your child asked for bread, would give a stone? °Or if the child asked for a fish, would give
a snake? *If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 12 “In everything do
to others as you would have them do to you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Response to the Word
One: This is the Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon: “PLATINUM RULE RELATIONSHIPS” Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter




WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn UMH #581: “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”

1) Lord, whose love thru humble service 3) As we worship, grant us vision,
Bore the weight of human need, Till your love’s revealing light
Who upon the cross, forsaken, In its height and depth and greatness
Offered mercy’s perfect deed: Dawns upon our quickened sight,
We, your servants, bring the worship Making known the needs and burdens
Not of voice alone, but heart; Your compassion bids us bear,
Consecrating to your purpose Stirring us to tireless striving,
Every gift that you impart. Your abundant life to share.

2) Still your children wander homeless; 4) Called by worship to your service,
Still the hungry cry for bread; Forth in your dear name we go,
Still the captives long for freedom; To the child, the youth, the aged,
Still in grief we mourn our dead. Love in living deeds to show;
As, O Lord, your deep compassion Hope and health, good will and comfort,
Healed the sick and freed the soul, Counsel, aid and peace we give,
Use the love your Spirit kindles That your servants, Lord, in freedom
Still to save and make us whole. May your mercy know and live.

*Benediction:

One: Beloved, you have heard what is required of us. Therefore, leave empty talk and
pride behind, and step out in faith. Do the work of justice. Be kind. Love boldly.
Walk humbly. Give of yourself to help others find grace and purpose. And know
that there is nowhere you can go where God is not already at work there.

All: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation. Thanks be to

God. Amen.
* postlude: “Be Thou My Vision” Traditional Irish Melody; arr. John G. Barr
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS: Thank you for your service!! Liturgist: Ethan Hagerl / Greeters: Stacy Sharrow,
Jane MacQueen / Ushers: Tom Kraynak, Brian Hatch, Carla Piazza-Wistehuff, Andy Sharrow /
Welcome Center: Karen Constan / Coffee Hour: Jacqui Kurtz / Sound Board: lIzzy Terhune /
Nursery: Karissa Schultz / Counters: Brian Hatch, Dina Draper

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond,
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods. Also, please pray for
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran.

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE for Merlyn Mondol will be held here on Tuesday July 21 at 1:30pm; visitation
for one hour beforehand, luncheon following.

THIRD SUNDAY MISSION OFFERING TODAY goes for education in Liberia as part of our Michigan
Conference partnership and EngageMI responsibilities. Liberia is one of the poorest countries in the
world, with a significant portion of the population living below the poverty line. Most families cannot
afford to send their children to higher education without financial assistance. Scholarships are
essential for making education accessible to talented students who would otherwise be unable to
attend university.

KIDS CHOIR - will rehearse over the summer on the following dates: July 26, August 16, August 30,
September 13, September 20. Kid’s Choir will sing in worship on Sunday, August 30.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175™ Anniversary. ALL ARE
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year. We will rehearse the Anniversary
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, August 13t & 27, and September 10t, 17t, and 24",

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2" Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. August 11. On the Menu
in August: Hot Dogs & Hamburgers, Baked Beans, Chips, and Watermelon!

WHAT’S NEXT WORKSHOP TODAY - In preparation for our 175%™, we are thrilled to welcome Rev.
Rebekah Simon-Peter, Director and Originator of the Creating a Culture of Renewal Program,
preaching TODAY and offering a 90-minute workshop following worship. EVERYONE is encouraged
to stay after worship from 11:30am-1:00pm for free lunch and the program.

PFLAG GLB 5™ ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC — TODAY from 1:00-3:00pm HERE at First U.M.C. in the lobby
area that is air-conditioned! See Flyer attached.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — the 175%™ Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. will take place
Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our preacher, followed by a light
luncheon and program. Former pastors and members will join us for the celebration. Invitations and
an opportunity to RSVP will be made available later this summer.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Be sure to check in on Facebook! The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are!
YouTube: Saginaw First UMC Bluesky: FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social

Facebook: @firstumcofsaginaw Instagram: saginawfumc



Parents, Families, and Friends
of LGBTQ+ People
.' [ ]

GREAT LAKES .
BAvREGION Followus (@ (@)

Annual Summer Picnic

Join us for our 5th annual summer picnic.
Food, live music, games, & prizes

Sunday, July 19, 2026
1:00-3:30 PM

BEING HELD HERE AT FIRST U.M.C. TODAY

BECAUSE OF AIR QUALITY CONCERNS

Musical Guest: F A'

Bring a dish to pass (use QR code) & a lawn chair. In case of rain, we'll
shift to First United Methodist Church on 4790 Gratiot in Saginaw.



Church History 2013-2021

In her message to the 2013 Annual Conference, Rev. Kathy noted that “We need to look at how our
ministry is going to look five and ten years from now. We have a dramatic reality to face. Many of our
core members have or will soon be reaching retirement. Several of them will be leaving the area for part
of the year and some will relocate permanently. The population decline in our community is documented
and many of our sister churches are merging. We must find new ways to be the church and offer the
Gospel to the community.” And, so, as always, we did just that.

In 2013 we joined the on-line world for the first time when firstumcsaginaw.org became an active
website. We didn’t know then how important that would be seven years later when the pandemic
brought everything to a halt.

2014 was a year of many new ventures for FUMC. We began offering free
community meals on the second Tuesday of each month. In cooperation
with Saginaw Township Schools, we started supplying weekend food
“backpacks” for designated . ‘L

FREE MEA

children at Westdale and
Arrowood elementary schools
needing food assistance. We
provided funding for students
at White Pine Middle School
who otherwise would not have
been able to participate in off-campus field trips. Finally, we
agreed to provide classroom space for A Place for Grace, which
offered daycare for special needs children.

LLARE WELCOp

For everything there is a season. Rev. Kathy always encouraged us to anticipate, adapt to, and even
welcome change. In 2016 her ministry became the ‘change.” After serving us as minister for nearly 20
years, far longer than any other minister, and preaching her last sermon on June 12, 2016, she happily
joined Pastor Hal at their home up north, and became minister of Traverse Bay United Methodist Church.

Shortly after, the Staff/Parish Committee met with our Bishop-appointed minister candidate and gave a
very enthusiastic ‘yes!’ to Rev. Amy Lee Brun Terhune who came to FUMC in June 2016. Her path to us
started as a minister in Port Huron, then to Columbiaville, and then all the way to Hancock in the U.P.
Amy grew up in the ‘70s and ‘80s and brought the voice of a new generation to our pulpit.



In 2019 Saginaw First United began serious discussions on an issue consuming the entire
Methodist denomination: whether or not to openly welcome LGBTQ persons into our
congregation. After many, sometimes challenging, conversations our Administrative
Board decided ‘YES!: Saginaw First United Methodist Church would be an open and
affirming congregation. But 2019 was a ‘calm’ year compared to what was coming.

The Covid-19 virus began in China in January, 2020, started spreading to
other countries, then rapidly spreading to almost every country. On March
11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared it to be a pandemic due to
rapid spreading and lack of any vaccine. Nearly all public gatherings of any
kind were cancelled. Our committee meetings, if held at all, were on-line.
Soon after, Sunday church services were on-line only. By the time the
pandemic officially ended three years later, over 1,300 people had died from
Covid in Saginaw County.

By 2021 the virus was responding to new vaccines and Pastor Amy said, “/ want to celebrate that this
congregation has weathered an extraordinary time - and a season that is draining emotionally,
spiritually, physically, and mentally - with resilience and fortitude.” Also, in 2021 our relationship with A
Place for Grace ended. After seven years of use by very active children, we needed to think about
renovation and upgrading. A moisture problem in the ceilings also needed attention. Conversations and
decisions on how best to proceed would take place over the next two-three years.

Jim Doane,
Church Historian



Dan and JoAnn Baker
Celebrating 51 Years of Membership

Dan and JoAnn Baker were living and working in Flint
when a job-related change for Dan brought them, and
their two young children, to Saginaw. They bought a
home near the church, and because JoAnn was raised in
the Methodist Church, they began attending First U.M.C.
At that time the church was large enough to have
different ages in different classrooms for Sunday School,
while parents worshipped at the same time. This
appealed to Dan and JoAnn. Both kids were active in the
church growing up including youth choirs and Youth
Group. Dan was a Scout Master for his son’s troop, sang
in the choir, taught Sunday School and served on the :
former pastor/parish committee. JoAnn found her niche with the beII choir under dlrector Jan Stringer
and as eventual chair of the music committee. In this role, JoAnn helped raise money to expand the
range and number of handbells, as well as pipes to our organ and renovating the grand piano. Her role
with the Education committee involved creating and implementing Vacation Bible School. JoAnn’s
participation in the women’s circle has also been a special connection for her. She recalled that members
had to sign up for monthly ‘tasks.” She signed up to take flowers to those in the hospital after worship.
But when it came time to go, she said she was having a bad attitude about it and just wanted to be home
with her young kids. But when she walked into the hospital room, the face of the church member
receiving the flowers lit up with joy and gratitude. JoAnn said that experience totally readjusted her
attitude and thinking on the role she was playing in that special visitation ministry. Another favorite
activity of JoAnn’s is the church’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. This group of women gather together to knit
and pray over the shawl they’re creating for a church member who is ill or grieving; anyone in need of a
comfortable, loving ‘hug’ in the form of a handcrafted shawl. Music has been a large influence for both
Dan and JoAnn during their years here. The choirs, organ, music groups and concerts are special
memories for them. Dan said he has often experienced a sense of peace and calm when listening to the
music on Sunday morning. When he was still working, the music helped reduce the pressure and stress
of owning his own business. First United has always been a safe place for the couple. A place where they
have felt appreciated, accepted and cared for. Indeed, most of their closest friends are church-related.
When they look back on their years of membership, Dan and JoAnn are grateful for the beautiful and
diversified music they’ve enjoyed, the long-time friendships made, and the care and support they’'ve
received during difficult times.




REGISTRATION FORM - VBS 2026

Sunday, August 9, 5:30-7:45pm
Monday, August 10, 5:30-7:45pm
Tuesday, August 11, 5:30-7:45pm

FREE for all kids who are potty trained
Through the 5" grade
Evening includes dinner, storytime, songs,

NOTE: DON’T WEAR YOUR BEST CLOTHES!
YOUTH HELPERS NEEDED

You can register online at:
https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050
or use the QR code to the left to register online!

Name of Child/Youth #1 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping

Grade: Birthdate: /  / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #2 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: [/ School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #3 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: /[ / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Parent Guardian Name:

Address:

Contact Phone: ( ) Texts? Y N  Email:



https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050

