First United Methodist Chauwchv
Welcome! We are a Congregatiow devoted to-loving the whole city and loving the city whole!
July 12, 2026 - 10:00amv - 8* Sunday invPentecost

GATHERING AND PRAISE

Prelude: “The Kingdom of God is Like a Grain of Mustard Seed” by Austin C. Lovelace; arr. Bryan Latimer

Welcome and Announcements — Please sign in on the Attendance pads,
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically
or use this link: https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159.

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns.

* Please stand if you are able.

*Opening Hymn UMH #257: “We Meet You, O Christ”

1) We meet you, O Christ, 3) We hear you, O Christ, in agony cry.
in many a guise: For freedom you march, in riots you die.
Your image we see in simple and wise. Your face in the papers
You live in a palace, exist in a shack. we read and we see.
We see you, the gardener, The tree must be planted
a tree on your back. by human decree.
2) In millions alive, away and abroad; 4) You choose to be made at one with the earth;
Involved in our life The dark of the grave
You live down the road. prepares for your birth.
Imprisoned in systems, Your death is your rising,
You long to be free. creative your word:
We see you, Lord Jesus, The tree springs to life
still bearing your tree. and our hope is restored.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*The Call to Worship: (adapted from Dr. Lisa Hancock, https://www.umcdiscipleship.org.)
One: God is the great Sower, scattering seeds of life and abundance across the earth.
All:  We are the soil in which the Sower plants, created to nurture and sustain the

seeds of God’s life-giving love.

One: God is the great Life-giver, sowing seeds and tending the soil to produce the fruit
of abundant life.

All:  May we be partners in nurturing and growing God’s new reality, flourishing and
bearing the abundant fruit for all God’s creation.

One: Come, let us worship God.

All: Come, let us worship the Creator, Savior, and Great Spirit! Amen!



Time of Prayer — During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor.

*Prayer Chorus W&S #3024: “With You, O Lord”

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light, we shall see true light
With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light, we shall see true light

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer — Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

Living Our Gratitude
JJ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.
Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings.
Use the QR code to the right or give online here:
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give

The Offertory: “Sowing the Seeds of Love” by Tears For Fears/Roland Orzabal & Curt Smith; arr. Hitomi Seki

The Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; UMH #94
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Life-giving God, receive these gifts, and we who bring
them, and bless them with your abundance, that they may advance your Kingdom and
bring grace, love, and fruitfulness to the community and world, through Christ. Amen.

Special Music: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” by T.0. Chisholm / W.M. Runyan
Kathy Jimenez, soloist

Children’s Message — A special moment just for kids

Chorus UMH #191: “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9 Pew Bible N.T. pg. 13

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A Sower went out to
sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up



quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and
since they had no root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

*Hymn UMH #707: “Hymn of Promise”

1) Inthe bulb there is a flower; From the past will come the future;
In the seed, an apple tree; What it holds, a mystery,
In cocoons, a hidden promise: Unrevealed until its season,
Butterflies will soon be free! Something God alone can see.

In the cold and snow of winter
There's a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season,
Something God alone can see.

3) Inour end is our beginning;
In our time, infinity;
In our doubt there is believing;
In our life, eternity.

2) There's a song in every silence, In our death, a resurrection;
Seeking word and melody; At the last, a victory,
There's a dawn in every darkness Unrevealed until its season,
Bringing hope to you and me. Something God alone can see.
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:18-23 Pew Bible N.T. pg. 13

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the Sower: ®* When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, ?'yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word,
that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it
yields nothing. 2 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

Response to the Word

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon: “SOWING SEEDS” Pastor Amy Terhune




WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn UMH #583: “You Are the Seed” (vs. 1 and 3)

1) You are the seed 3) You are the life

that will grow a new sprout; that will nurture the plant;

You're a star that will shine in the night; You're the waves in a turbulent sea;

You are the yeast & a small grain of salt, Yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise,
a beacon to glow in the dark. a new loaf of bread it will yield.

You are the dawn that will bring a new day; There is no place for a city to hide,

You're the wheat nor a mountain can cover it’s might;
that will bear golden grain; May your good deeds

You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, show a world in despair
My witnesses wherever you go. Chorus. a path that will lead all to God. Chorus.

Chorus: Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming love to all,
Messengers of my forgiving peace, eternal love.
Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead | arose;
“Lo, I'll be with you forever, till the end of the world.”

*Benediction:

One: Beloved, go forth from this time of worship devoted to cultivating good soil within
and committed to spreading the Gospel Seeds of hope, faith, and love in all
conditions, through the power of Christ in you. And God will go with you.

All:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation. Thanks be to
God. Amen.

* Postlude: “We Plow the Fields and Scatter the Good Seed” by johann A.P. Schulz; arr. Michael Burkhardt
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Lyrics Reproduced in Bulletin by permission: CCLI#1003593.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS: Thank you for your service!! Liturgist: Stacy Sharrow / Greeters: Judy Gerken,
Jackie Moore / Ushers: Keith Courier, Bonnie Arnst, Marc Cesere, Nic Courier / Welcome Center:
Jill Spaulding / Coffee Hour: Jacquie Matlock / Sound Board: Angie Smith / Nursery: Karissa
Schultz / Counters: Marc Cesere, Bonie Arnst

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond,
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods. Also, please pray for
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran.

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE for Merlyn Mondol will be held here on Tuesday July 21 at 1:30pm; visitation
beforehand.

VBS PLANNING MEETING — Today, July 12 following worship
MEMORIALS COMMITTEE MEETING — Monday, July 13 at 11:00am
ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE MEETING — Monday, July 20 at 10:00am

KIDS CHOIR — will meet over the summer on the following dates. Please mark your calendars:
July 12, July 26, August 16, August 30, September 13, September 20

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will begin rehearsals in August to prepare for the 175™ Anniversary. ALL ARE
WELCOME to sing for the Anniversary, even if you can’t join all year. We will rehearse the Anniversary
anthem first, right at 7:00pm on Thursdays, August 13™ & 27, and September 10, 17t, and 24",

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2" Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. July 14. On the Menu in
July: Summer Salads! Sign up to donate food and help clean-up at the Welcome Desk.

WHAT’S NEXT WORKSHOP - In preparation for our 175%™, we are thrilled to welcome Rev. Rebekah
Simon-Peter, Director and Originator of the Creating a Culture of Renewal Program, who will preach
during morning worship on Sunday, July 19 and offer a 90-minute workshop following worship on
planning for "WHAT'S NEXT" for Saginaw First U.M.C. The program is free and will include lunch!!!
EVERYONE is encouraged to stay after worship from 11:30am-1:00pm for lunch and the program. To
have enough food, please sign up and let us know you’re coming — sign up either at the welcome
desk or online here: https://www.sighupgenius.com/go/60B044DAFAC2BAOFD0-64738570-whats

PFLAG GLB 5™ ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC — Sunday, July 19 from 1:00-3:00pm at Our Savior Lutheran
Church, located at 2525 Hemmeter Road in Saginaw. See Flyer attached.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — the 175" Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. will take place
Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our preacher, followed by a light
luncheon and program. Former pastors and members will join us for the celebration. Invitations and
an opportunity to RSVP will be made available later this summer.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Be sure to check in on Facebook! The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are!
YouTube: Saginaw First UMC Bluesky: FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social

Facebook: @firstumcofsaginaw Instagram: saginawfumc


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044DAFAC2BA0FD0-64738570-whats
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JESUS

BY REBEKAH SIMON-PETER

LIKE JESUS

¥

Workshop for Clergy and Lay Leadership

Wednesday, July 22, 2026
9:30am - 3:30pm

Check-In Begins at 9:00am
Use the QR Code or Register Online at:
https://forms.gle/9SceQmBVAx2TBxfR9

o o,
Saginaw First United Methodist Church
4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, Ml 48638

OVERVIEW
Jesus’ central vision was bold and transformative: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.” Throughout history, that dream has inspired the faithful to act.
Yet many congregations today struggle not because they lack faith or dedication, but because
they lack a clear and compelling vision for the future. They are not dreaming like Jesus.

DARE to Dream Like Jesus® is designed to equip clergy and lay leaders with practical tools to lead
their congregations to live into a bold vision for positively impacting their communities. Learn more
about the workshop and about Rebekah Simon-Peter online at https://rebekahsimonpeter.com.

DETAILS
The workshop is being sponsored by the Central Bay and East Winds Districts and is being offered
at a reduced rate of $25 per person. It is open to clergy and lay leadership in the Michigan
Conference. You may choose to attend in person (lunch and take-home resources included)
or via live stream (link to video and printable resources included).
Pre-registration is required for each participant (in person and via live stream).
Contact Melanie at mzalewski@michiganumc.org or 989-793-8838 if you have any questions.



Parents, Families, and Friends
of LGBTQ+ People
.. L[]

GREAT LAKES .
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Annual Summer Picnic

Join us for our 5th annual summer picnic.
Food, live music, games, & prizes

Sunday, July 19, 2026
1:00-3:30 PM

Our Saviour Lutheran Church
2525 Hemmeter Road
Saginaw Township, MI 48603

Musical Guest: F A'
HENRY

Bring a dish to pass (use QR code) & a lawn chair. In case of rain, we'll
shift to First United Methodist Church on 4790 Gratiot in Saginaw.



REGISTRATION FORM - VBS 2026

Sunday, August 9, 5:30-7:45pm
Monday, August 10, 5:30-7:45pm
Tuesday, August 11, 5:30-7:45pm

FREE for all kids who are potty trained
Through the 5" grade
Evening includes dinner, storytime, songs,

NOTE: DON’T WEAR YOUR BEST CLOTHES!
YOUTH HELPERS NEEDED

You can register online at:
https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050
or use the QR code to the left to register online!

Name of Child/Youth #1 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping

Grade: Birthdate: /  / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #2 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: [/ School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Name of Child/Youth #3 attending/helping with VBS:

Circle whether child or youth and whether attending or helping
Grade: Birthdate: /[ / School:

Any allergies medical conditions or special needs we should know about?

Parent Guardian Name:

Address:

Contact Phone: ( ) Texts? Y N  Email:



https://form.jotform.com/252025534069050

