
       First United Methodist Church      

Welcome!  We are a Congregation devoted to loving the whole city and loving the city whole! 

July 5, 2026 – 10:00am – 7
th

 Sunday in Pentecost  

 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 

Prelude:   “My Ain Countrie”                   Traditional Scottish; arr. Lani Smith 

 

Welcome and Announcements –  Please sign in on the Attendance pads,  
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically  
or use this link:  https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159. 
 

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns. 
 

* Please stand if you are able. 
 

*Opening Hymn UMH #696:   “America the Beautiful” 
 

1) O beautiful for spacious skies,  
for amber waves of grain;  

For purple mountain majesties  
above the fruited plain!  

America! America!  
God shed his grace on thee,  

And crown thy good with brotherhood  
from sea to shining sea.  

 

2) O beautiful for heroes proved  
in liberating strife,  

Who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life!  

America! America!  
May God thy gold refine,  

Till all success be nobleness,  
and every gain divine.  

 

3) O beautiful for patriot dream  
that sees beyond the years  

Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears!  

America! America!  
God mend thine every flaw,  

Confirm thy soul in self-control,  
thy liberty in law 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

*The Call to Worship  

One: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” 

All: We come weary – weary from the tasks we face, weary from the cruelty of the world, 
weary of conflict or divisiveness, weary from carrying the weight of our own sin. 

One: We come in need of rest, not just for our bodies, but for our minds, spirits, and emotions. 
All: We come to worship the One who calls us to take time apart for rest and prayer. 
One: Jesus invites us to take his yoke upon you and learn from him, for he is gentle and 

humble in heart, and his yoke fits you well. 
All: We come hungry to learn the way of gentleness and humility  
One: We come in need of Christ’s companionship and wisdom through life’s journey 
All: We come to worship the One who saves us.  Thanks be to God for all God’s gifts! 



 

Time of Prayer – During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor. 

*Prayer Chorus W&S #3094:   “Come to Me” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Living Our Gratitude  

♫ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.  
 Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings. 

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give 

The Offertory:   “O Rest in the Lord” (from Elijah)          by Felix Mendelssohn; arr. Bryan Latimer 

The Doxology:   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;      UMH #94 
Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:  God of promise, we long for your peace in the midst 
of life’s burdens. Use these gifts to open space in our hearts where Christ may dwell 
more deeply. Through faithful giving, may we come to know the rest and renewal you 
freely offer. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Special Music:   “Instruments of Your Peace”          w/m by Kirk & Deby Dearman; arr. Russell Mauldin 

Trio:  Peg Wilken, Terry Moon, Bryan Latimer 



Children’s Message – A special moment just for kids 

Chorus UMH #191:   “Jesus Loves Me” 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.   

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

 

Scripture Lesson:   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30               Pew Bible, N.T. pg. 11 

16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to one another:  17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 
and you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has 
a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds”… 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Response to the Word: 
One: This is the Word of God for the People of God 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon:   TILL ALL SUCCESS BE NOBLENESS                    Pastor Amy Terhune 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion           U.M.H pg. 17-19, Musical Setting A 

One: The Lord be with you, 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, 
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.   
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.   
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.   
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets. 
And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

 



 

All:    Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 

One:  Holy are you, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ,   
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
To proclaim release to the captive and recovering of sight to the blind; 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
Snd to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always,  
in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,  
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take; eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   
Likewise, when the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,  
gave it to his disciples, and said:  “Drink from this all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  As often as you drink of this, remember me. 
And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Christ Jesus,  
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

One:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ;  
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.   
By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other,  
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory,  
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.   
Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Those who worship with us in person this morning are invited to come forward via the center aisle, 

take a piece of bread and a dip it into the chalice and partake.  Gluten free wafers are available. 
Then return to your seats via the side aisles. 

If you’re unable to come forward, please raise your hand and communion will be brought to you. 
 

Those who worship online from home this morning are invited to use what you have in your home (bread, 
crackers, juice, etc.) to participate in the sacrament along with the congregation. 

 

Music for Communion:   “There Is a Place of Quiet Rest Near to the Heart of God” 
 by Cleland B. McAfee; arr. Roger House 

 

 
 



 

WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

*Closing Hymn FWS #2202:   “Come Away With Me” 

1) Come away with me to a quiet place, apart from the world with its frantic pace,  
To pray, reflect, and seek God's grace. Come away with me. Come away.  

 

2) Come and pray with me on a gentle sea; or on top of a hill in the Galilee,  
In gardens like Gethsemane. Come away with me. Come away.  

 

3) Come today with thoughts of the countless ways that God's steadfast love blesses  
All our days, and join with me in silent praise. Come away with me. Come away.  

 

4) Come and say, in words whispered from your soul, the feelings and actions you can't  
control. Your spirit needs to be made whole. Come away with me. Come away.  

 

5) Come away with me to a quiet place, to God's loving arms waiting to embrace  
All those who come in hope of grace. Come away with me. Come away. 

 

*Benediction:   
One: Beloved, journey into your week knowing that Christ welcomes us into his presence 

whenever we are weary and burdened – not just on Sunday morning or special 
occasions.  May the companionship of Jesus strengthen you, nourish you, sustain 
you, and comfort you, that you may likewise bless others in His holy name. 

All: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen. 

 

* Postlude:   “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”            by Thesaurus Musicus (1745); arr. James Mansfield 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 

4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, MI  48638-6242;   (989) 799-0131;   Fax (989) 799-4240 
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Lyrics Reproduced in Bulletin by permission:  CCLI#1003593. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:  Thank you for your service!!  Liturgist:  Anne Marks-Gaertner / Greeters: Bill 
Johnson, Bonnie Dole  /  Ushers: Bill Cowdry, Bill Johnson Jr., Dave O'Dell, Angie Smith  /  Communion 
Stewards: Cheryl Erdmann, Ethan Hagerl, Carla Piazza-Wistehuff /  Welcome Center:  Kathy 
Winkowski  /  Coffee Hour:  Bill, Xenny, & Keeli Johnson /  Sound Board:  Izzy Terhune  /  Nursery:  
Karissa Schultz  / Counters:  Jacque Matlock, Dee Mills 

 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa 
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring 
Assisted Living), Judy Hilty, Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb 
Kropp, Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond, 
Eugenia Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods.  Also, please pray for 
UMCOR, and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran. 

 

OUR SYMPATHY to the loved ones of Merlyn Mondol, who passed on to eternity May 14, 2026 at the 
age of 97. A Celebration of Life will be held here on Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 1:30pm.   

 

OUR SYMPATHY to Dee Mills and family on the passing of her nephew Thomas Huell on Tuesday 6/16. 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY given by Tom & Nancy Miller to celebrate the first wedding anniversary 
of Jordan and Heather Potter (which was actually last weekend, but we missed it!!) 

 

VBS PLANNING MEETING – Next Sunday, July 12 following worship 
 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE MEETING – Monday, July 13 at 1:00pm 
 

ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE MEETING – Monday, July 20 at 10:00am 
 

KIDS CHOIR – will meet over the summer on the following dates.  Please mark your calendars: 
July 12, July 26, August 16, August 30, September 13, September 20 

 

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. July 14.  On the Menu in 
July:  Summer Salads!  Sign up to donate food and help clean-up at the Welcome Desk. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT WORKSHOP – In preparation for our 175th, we are thrilled to welcome Rev. Rebekah 
Simon-Peter, Director and Originator of the Creating a Culture of Renewal Program, who will preach 
during morning worship on Sunday, July 19 and offer a 90-minute workshop following worship on 
planning for "WHAT'S NEXT" for Saginaw First U.M.C.  The program is free and will include lunch!!!  
EVERYONE is encouraged to stay after worship from 11:30am-1:00pm for lunch and the program. 

 

PFLAG GLB 5TH ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC – Sunday, July 19 from 1:00-3:00pm at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, located at 2525 Hemmeter Road in Saginaw.  See Flyer attached. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – the 175th Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. will take place 
Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our preacher, followed by a light 
luncheon and program.  Former pastors and members will join us for the celebration.  Invitations and 
an opportunity to RSVP will be made available later this summer. 

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!   
Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are! 
YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC    Bluesky:  FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social 
Facebook:  @firstumcofsaginaw     Instagram:  saginawfumc 
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