First United Methodist Chuuwch

Welcome! We awre v Congregation devoted to-loving the whole city and loving the city whole!
June 28, 2026 - 10:00am - 6™ Sunday irnv Pentecost

GATHERING AND PRAISE

Prelude: “Sing” (From Sesame Street) by Joe Raposo; arr. Bryan Latimer

Welcome and Announcements — Please sign in on the Attendance pads,
or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically
or use this link: https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159.

Please fill out yellow prayer card to share joys/concerns.

* Please stand if you are able.

*Opening Hymn UMH #145: “Morning Has Broken”

1) Morning has broken Praise for the sweetness
Like the first morning, Of the wet garden,
Blackbird has spoken Sprung in completeness
Like the first bird. Where God’s feet pass.

Praise for the singing!
Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing
Fresh from the Word!

3) Mine is the sunlight!
Mine is the morning
Born of the one light
Eden saw play!

2) Sweet the rain’s new fall Praise with elation,
Sunlit from heaven, Praise every morning,
Like the first dewfall God’s recreation
On the first grass. Of the new day!

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

*The Call to Worship

One: Come, people of God, and let us sing our praise to the Lord, who puts a new song
within us.

All:  Touch us, O God, through the ministry of melody, through the sound and senses of
song, through the wonder and words that lifts our souls to heaven.

One: Move in us, Holy Spirit, in a way that teases our feet and our spirits to dance.

All:  Fill us, O Christ, that our hearts may overflow and we may be absorbed in the
mystery and magic of music.

One: And in this moment of oneness with you and each other, O Holy God,

All:  Bind us together, heal us, and make us whole for service in your precious name.
Amen.



Time of Prayer — During the prayer chorus, ushers will collect your yellow prayer cards to deliver to the pastor.

*Prayer Chorus: “Sing to the Lord
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Sing to the Lord, all my be- ing, let ev-’ry-thing in me pro-claim God’s sal- va- tion.
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Sing to the Lord, all my be-ing, and re- mem- ber all of God’s mar- vel - ous deeds!
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Silent Meditation and Lifting our Celebrations and Concerns In Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer — Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever. Amen.

Living Our Gratitude

JJ You can support your church family by giving in person or online.
Enjoy the musical selection giving thanks to God for all our blessings.
Use the QR code to the right or give online here:
https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give

The Offertory: “How Can | Keep From Singing” by Robert Lowry; arr. John Carter

The Doxology: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; UMH #94
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving: Gracious God, source of all we have and are, we bring
these gifts that they might help establish your compassionate reign among us. Enable
us as redeemed and forgiven people evermore to rejoice in singing your praises. Grant
that what we sing with our lips, we may believe in our hearts, and that what we believe
in our hearts, we may practice in our lives, so that being doers of the Word, and not
hearers only, we may receive everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Children’s Message — A special moment just for kids

Chorus UMH #191: “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this | know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Scripture Lesson: | Samuel 16:14-23 Pew Bible, O.T. pg. 248
14 Now the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit tormented him. 1> And
Saul’s servants said to him, “See now, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. ¢ Therefore,
command the servants who attend you to look for someone who is skillful in playing the lyre,
and when the evil spirit is upon you, he will play it, and you will feel better.” 1’ So Saul said to
his servants, “Provide for me someone who can play well, and bring him to me.” 8 One of the
young men answered, “l have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite who is skillful in playing,
a man of valor, a warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, and the Lord is
with him.” 1 So Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is with
the sheep.” ?° Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, and a kid and sent them
by his son David to Saul. 2! And David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul loved him
greatly, and he became his armor-bearer. 22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in
my service, for he has found favor in my sight.” 2> And whenever the evil spirit came upon
Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand, and Saul would be relieved and feel
better, and the evil spirit would depart from him.

Reading: “The Healing Power of Music” — by Steve Siler
https://www.musicforthesoul.org/healing-music-guide/what-science-is-telling-us/

Hymn UMH #68: “When In Our Music, God Is Glorified”

1) When in our music God is glorified, and Borne witness to the truth in every tongue,
Adoration leaves no room for pride, Alleluia!
It is as though the whole creation cried . . .
. 8 4) And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night
Alleluia! . . )
When utmost evil strove against the light?
2) How often, making music, we have found Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight:
A new dimension in the world of sound, Alleluia!
ﬁlslt\el}/li;s'hlp moved us to a more profound 5) Let every instrument be tuned for praise!

Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
3) So has the church in liturgy and song, And may God give us faith to sing always
In faith & love, thru centuries of wrong, Alleluia!



Scripture Lesson: Psalm 150 Pew Bible, O.T. pg. 551

! Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; Praise God in his mighty firmament!

2 Praise God for his mighty deeds; Praise the Lord according to his surpassing greatness!
3 Praise God with trumpet sound, and with lute and harp!

4 Praise the Lord with tambourine and dance; with strings and pipe!

> Praise God with clanging cymbals; with loud clashing cymbals!

®Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

Reading: John Wesley’s Rule for Singing U.M.H. page vii

Hymn FWS #2020: “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet”

1) Praise the Lord with the sound of trumpet; Praise the Lord with the harp and lute;
Praise the Lord with the gentle sounding flute.
Praise the Lord in the field and forest; Praise the Lord in the city square;
Praise the Lord anytime and anywhere.
Praise the Lord in the wind and sunshine; Praise the Lord in the dark of night;
Praise the Lord in the rain or snow or in the morning light.
Praise the Lord in the deepest valley; Praise the Lord on the highest hill;
Praise the Lord; never let your voice be still!

2) Praise the Lord with the crashing cymbal; Praise the Lord with the pipe and string;
Praise the Lord with joyful songs you sing.
Praise the Lord on a weekday morning; Praise the Lord on a Sunday noon;
Praise the Lord by the light of sun or moon.
Praise the Lord in a time of sorrow; Praise the Lord in a time of joy.
Praise the Lord every moment; nothing let your praise destroy!
Praise the Lord in the peace and quiet; Praise the Lord in your work or play;
Praise the Lord everywhere in every way!

Scripture Lesson: Il Corinthians 5:16-21 Pew Bible, N.T. pg. 170
8 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we no longer know him that way. '’ If anyone
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have
come into being! 8 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; *°that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting our trespasses against us, and entrusting the message of reconciliation
to us. 2°So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God. 2! For our sake God made the one who
knew no sin to be sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Reading: “Becoming the Righteousness of God” by Steve Garnaas-Holmes,
https.//unfoldinglight.net/2025/03/28/becoming-the-righteousness-of-god/



WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn UMH #384: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

1) Love divine, all loves excelling, 3) Come, Almighty to deliver,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down; Let us all thy life receive;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; Suddenly return and never,
All thy faithful mercies crown! Nevermore thy temples leave.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Thee we would be always blessing,
Pure, unbounded love thou art; Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Visit us with thy salvation; Pray and praise thee without ceasing,
Enter every trembling heart. Glory in thy perfect love.
2) Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 4) Finish, then, thy new creation;
Into every troubled breast! Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us all in thee inherit; Let us see thy great salvation
Let us find that second rest. Perfectly restored in thee;
Take away our bent to sinning; Changed from glory into glory,
Alpha and Omega be; Till in heaven we take our place,
End of faith, as its beginning, Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Set our hearts at liberty. Lost in wonder, love, and praise.
*Benediction: (adapted from Colossians 3:15-17)

One: Beloved, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

All:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s creation. Thanks be to

God. Amen.
* Postlude: “When In Our Music, God Is Glorified” by Charles V. Stanford; arr. Matt Limbaugh
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS: Thank you for your service!! Liturgist: Carla Piazza-Wistehuff / Greeters:
Belinda Hatch / Ushers: Bob Bula, Chuck Priem, Cal & Pam Mott / Welcome Center: Karen Constan
/ Coffee Hour: Carla Piazza-Wistehuff / Sound Board: Angie Smith / Nursery: Karissa Schultz /
Counters: Sue Myers, Jan Talkington

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marilyn Ashmall, Bernie Buggia, Jane Burgess, Myrna Cammin, Lisa
DeVos, Bonnie Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Wayne & Phyllis Henney (Wayne is now at Wellspring
Assisted Living), Marion Hoffman, Erlene Kimber (at Saginaw Rehab), ZoAnn Kraynak, Barb Kropp,
Mark Leffler, Jane MacQueen, Bonnie Markley, Kay Mertz, Bob Mueller, Madge Richmond, Eugenia
Shek, Noreen Southgate, Rita Taylor, Dave Tolley, and Dorothy Woods. Also, please pray for UMCOR,
and for peace in Ukraine/Russia, Israel/Gaza, and Iran.

OUR SYMPATHY to the loved ones of Merlyn Mondol, who passed on to eternity May 14, 2026 at the
age of 97. A Celebration of Life will be held here on Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 1:30pm.

OUR SYMPATHY to Dee Mills and family on the passing of her nephew Thomas Huell on Tuesday 6/16.
VBS PLANNING MEETING - Sunday, July 12 following worship

KIDS CHOIR — will meet over the summer on the following dates. Please mark your calendars:
June 28, July 12, July 26, August 16, August 30, September 13, September 20

MARK YOUR CALENDARS — the 175" Anniversary Celebration for Saginaw First U.M.C. will take place
Sunday, September 27, 2026, featuring Bishop David Bard as our preacher, followed by a light
luncheon and program. Former pastors and members will join us for the celebration. Invitations and
an opportunity to RSVP will be made available later this summer.

WHAT’S NEXT WORKSHOP - In preparation for our 175%™, we are thrilled to welcome Rev. Rebekah
Simon-Peter, Director and Originator of the Creating a Culture of Renewal Program, who will preach
during morning worship on Sunday, July 19 and offer a 90-minute workshop following worship on
planning for "WHAT'S NEXT" for Saginaw First U.M.C. The program is free and will include lunch!!!
EVERYONE is encouraged to stay after worship from 11:30am-1:00pm for lunch and the program.

FREE COMMUNITY MEALS on the 2" Tuesday of each month, continuing Tues. July 14. On the Menu in
July: Summer Salads! Sign up to donate food and help clean-up at the Welcome Desk.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
Be sure to check in on Facebook! The more of us that do, the more people learn about who we are!
YouTube: Saginaw First UMC Bluesky: FirstUMCSaginaw.bsky.social

Facebook: @firstumcofsaginaw Instagram: saginawfumc



Celebrating 52 Years of Membership
Al Brown

Al Brown’s upbringing took a bit of a different route that
didn’t include church until he was about 10 or 11. At that
time, Al played baseball with a number of his friends near
a neighborhood church and was asked by the church
leader to sweep and clean the church the day before
Sunday worship for a modest payment. Al agreed,
performed his duties and, eventually, began attending
Sunday school there. His hardworking mother worked as
a nurse on the weekends, and was pleased with the
arrangement because she believed it would help keep Al
out of trouble. Baseball was still a draw at Central
Michigan University where he was the pitcher for the
junior varsity team. He met his late wife, Marilyn, at CMU
on a blind date. They dated for two years, got engaged, graduated and married a short time later.

Through a contact with Marilyn’s uncle who was a State Farm Insurance Agent, Al interviewed and got a
job with an agent in Saginaw. Once the couple settled down, Al's softball interest and Marilyn’s
upbringing in the Methodist Church brought them to a growing State Street United Methodist Church.
Church softball leagues were popular back then, the games were played at Hoyt Park and Al was eager
to play. Marilyn was looking forward to getting involved, too. Sometime later, Marilyn’s sister and
husband were moving to Saginaw and looking to establish his dental practice. Al found them a suitable
space and the deal was completed. When the couple moved to town, however, they began attending
First U.M.C., not State Street U.M.C. They soon asked Al and Marilyn to join them. And they did, joining
our church in October 1974. Marilyn was a music major in college and soon joined the church’s bell choir
and was a member under the direction of both Jan Stringer and Catherine McMichael. Al used his
business and accounting background to serve the church’s financial needs. He served on and was chair
of the Endowment Committee. Al also set-up the church’s insurance policy and for many years did annual
reviews and monitored both pricing and coverage to get the most beneficial and cost-effective policy for
the church. While they were growing up, Al’s kids, Tedd and Julie, were active in both Sunday School and
Youth Group gaining a strong faith foundation in both. When he looks back on his years of membership
(Marilyn died in 2019), Al said, “I'm comfortable here. Things happen that we might not like or agree
with, but | would never let difficulties chase me away from my church!”
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