
John 1:1-14   1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being.  What has come into being 4in him is life, and the life is the light of all people.  
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.  6There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him.  8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  10He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him.  12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God; 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God.  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

John 1:1-14 

12/25/2022 – Saginaw First U.M.C. 

Christmas Day Meditation 

Rev. Amy Terhune 

 

 

“DNA is what we call the “building block” for life. It contains the genetic codes for all of life. 

And yet scientists know since the Human Genome Project of 2012 that we use only 2% of our DNA to 

maintain our daily lives.  98% of it operates something like a mass computer system to control that 2%.  

At given times and in certain circumstances, “switches” go off within that DNA system that control 

what parts are “turned on or off.” [from Anna Powers, “Scientists Use Light and a Nobel Prize Winning Method to 

Turn DNA On and Off,” in Forbes Magazine, https://www.forbes.com/sites/annapowers/2021/12/30/scientist-use-light-and-

a-nobel-prize-winning-method-to-turn-dna-on-and-of/?sh=7c1243683e39; as used in “Into the Light” by Lori Wagner, 

www.Sermons.com.]  These millions of “switches” control how our genes are expressed, what types of cells 

are formed, whether something will become a heart or a liver or something else.  This “regulatory” part 

of our DNA is responsible for the shaping of matter.  In 2018, a Nobel-Prize-winning protein 

engineering technique developed by scientists at the University of Münster succeeded in learning how to 

turn DNA “on and off” by use of light. 

The complexity of creation continues to stun us the more we learn about it… What we know for 

sure is that all life survives only because of light.  Light in essence is the generating, activating power 

for all of creation.  [from “Importance of Light in Our Everyday Life,” IMPOFF, October 23, 2020, 

https://impoff.com/importance-of-light/; as used in “Into the Light” by Lori Wagner, www.Sermons.com.] 

This is one of those places where science and faith merge beautifully.  After all, we see light’s 

importance in scripture, in that light is the very first thing God creates in the creation story.  Before the 

heavens, the waters, the stars and planets, before life itself, there must be light.  And John’s prologue 

here in chapter 1 mirrors the creations story when he opens with the same words:  In the beginning… 

was the Word, the life, the light of all people. 

John tells us some important things.  First, that the Word of God is not a book.  It’s a person.  

Jesus is the living embodiment of God’s covenant with humankind.  Second, that Jesus, as the living 

embodiment of God’s covenant, is light to the world.  Which means that Jesus is life – Jesus is what 

earth needs to live and thrive.  Light has come into the world, and darkness cannot overcome it.  No 

matter how hard the darkness tries to smother the light, even a tiny flame in the vast darkness is a 

victory, for it is only dark in the absence of light.  Light is part of God’s created order, and as such, it 

shines on. 
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“It’s like a nativity pageant that the Rev. Bill Adams tells about.  This pageant didn’t go quite as 

planned.  The pageant was being performed by the church’s youth group.  Joseph and Mary and all the 

other characters did their parts with appropriately pious expressions, at least they tried.  It was a 

shepherd who turned the pageant into a circus.  

“The shepherds quite naturally were dressed in flannel bathrobes with towels around their heads.  

They marched up to the altar steps where Mary and Joseph stared earnestly at the straw in the manger.  

All was well to this point.  The manger itself glowed with the presence of the newborn Jesus.  In this 

case the divine infant was played by a light bulb nestled in the manger.  It was a radiant sight, and 

communicated well that Christ was the source of light in the world. 

“All was well until one of the shepherds turned to the boy playing Joseph. In a very loud whisper 

which all the cast could hear, the shepherd said, “Well, Joe, when you gonna pass out cigars?”  

“There was something about this unexpected wisecrack that sent a wave of hysteria through the 

cast.  The head angel reacted worse of all.  Standing on a chair behind Mary and Joseph she shook so 

hard in laughter that she fell off her chair. This brought the stage curtain behind her and all the rest of 

the props down with her.  She lay on the floor holding her stomach because she was laughing so hard.  

The whole set was in shambles. But in spite of that, there was something about the scene that touched 

Rev. Adams deeply.  The only thing that didn’t go to pieces was that light bulb in the manger…it never 

stopped shining.  And that’s still true.  Even when we make a mess of things, the light shines on.  [4 ¶s 

from http://www.rockies.net/~spirit/sermons/b-ch00-adams.php; as used in “This Little Light of 

Mine” by King Duncan, www.Sermons.com.]  

What is perhaps most amazing about the first chapter of John, however, is that people did not 

recognize the light for what it was.  John says, “He came to what was his own, and his own people did 

not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God.”  He gave power…  But what kind of power?  He gave power to become children…and 

we have seen his glory.   

He gave us power to see His presence with us.  Power to recognize that we aren’t alone.  Maybe 

you think that doesn’t sound like much power, but consider this: 

“On July 23, 2002, nine miners in Western Pennsylvania became trapped in a flooded mine. The 

injured and desperate men tied themselves together so that the stronger ones could sustain the weaker 

ones as they waited to be rescued. Journalists from across the nation reported the rescue effort, which 

took five long days.  No one could believe it when all nine miners emerged safely from the mine. 

“On July 30, the people of the small mining community gathered for a worship service to thank 

God for saving the miners’ lives.  At the ceremony, there were ten miners’ lamps set up on the altar, 

even though there were only nine miners.  According to the pastor who presided over the worship 

celebration, the tenth lamp represented God’s presence, which the miners claimed they could feel as 

they waited to be rescued.  It was this “10th Man” they honored as they read Psalm 103: “Praise the 

Lord . . . Who redeems your life from the pit.”  This morning, we celebrate the “tenth man”—the light in 

the darkness who has saved us from every kind of pit imaginable.  [2 ¶s from "Miracle at the Mine" by 

Tom Layton, Decision, October 2002, p 34; as used in “Witness to the Light” by King Duncan, 

www.Sermons.com.] 

So that light gives us the power of togetherness.  And it gives us the power to see possibilities for 

making a difference in the life of another in need.  Recently, I read a rather interesting modern-day 

parable that I’m going to share with you.  It goes like this: 

“There was a woman once who wanted peace in the world and peace in her heart, but she was 

very frustrated.  The world seemed to be falling apart and her personal life wasn't that great either.  One 

day she decided to go shopping, and she went to the mall and walked in to one of the stores.  She was 

surprised to see Jesus behind the counter.  She knew it was Jesus because he looked just like the 

paintings she'd seen in museums and in devotional books.  Finally she got up her nerve and asked, 

"Excuse me, but are you Jesus?"   
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"I am," he said. 

"Do you work here?"  

"In a way; I own the store."  

"Oh, what do you sell here?"  

"Just about everything," Jesus replied. "Feel free to walk up and down the aisles, make a list, see 

what it is you want, and then come back and I'll see what I can do for you." 

Well, she did just that.  She walked up and down the aisles, writing furiously.  There was peace 

on earth, no more war, no hunger or poverty.  There was peace in families, harmony, no dissension, no 

more drugs.  There careful use of resources and good governance and an end to racism.  By the time she 

got back to the counter, she had a long list.  Jesus looked over the list, then smiled at her and said, "No 

problem."  And then he ran up and down behind the counter and began to pick out all sorts of packets.  

When he finally returned to stand before her, he laid out an array of packets on the counter.  

"What are these?" the woman asked.  

"Seed packets," Jesus answered. "This is a catalog store."  

"You mean I don't get the finished product?" she demanded. 

"No, this is a place of dreams.  You come and see what it looks like, and then I give you the 

seeds.  You go home and plant the seeds.  You water them and nurture them and help them to grow and 

bear fruit.” 

“But that could take years!” the woman complained. 

Jesus shrugged.  “Most likely, but someday, someone will reap the benefits."  

"Oh," she said.  And she left the store without buying anything."  [from Brett Blair, illustrations 

for Christmas, www.Sermons.com.] 

Would you buy anything?   

To play on the message of that modern parable, know that God runs the store from experience.  

Jesus came as an infant, and it took thirty years before he began public ministry.  It was another three 

years of teaching, living, showing, and eventually dying and rising again to life before God’s work of 

saving humankind bore fruit.  And the work goes on 2022, almost 2023 years later.  The patience of God 

is beyond imagining.  Like light traveling across the expanses of space, it takes time to see what God is 

already doing. 

The power that Christ gives us is the power to be children of God—to share Jesus’ work and be 

part of God’s dream for humanity – to be light in dark places.  One of the most gripping scenes for the 

Lord of the Rings movies is when Frodo is utterly alone and is fighting both a huge spider before him, 

and fear and turmoil within him.  Then he remembers a gift he’s been given—a little jar in which lies the 

light of a trusted star.  When he pulls it out, it clears his mind.  He is able to see what he is up against.  

But even more, he suddenly finds he’s not really alone.  Those who, moments before seemed a world 

away, suddenly are able to extend a hand, pull him to his feet, and give him strength.  Tolkien, the 

author of the Lord of the Rings, was a dedicated Christian and no doubt had a clear idea there of how 

light empowers us to keep going, to serve and sacrifice, and ultimately, to live out what the Angels sang.  

Peace and Goodwill to all begins with us.  Peace being the absence of conflict or violence, and Goodwill 

being the active turning of our hearts and minds towards others in love.  The light does shine in the 

darkness, empowering us to live as God’s children, revealing His companionship with us all the time, 

and illuminating God’s dream for the world.  And so, the light still shines in the darkness, and thanks be 

to God, the darkness CANNOT overcome it.  Amen 
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