
Luke 12:49-56   49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! 50 I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do 
you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now 
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 they will be 
divided:  father against son and son against father; mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother; mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 54 He also 
said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ 
and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ 
and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why 
do you not know how to interpret the present time? 
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‘A Baptist pastor fresh out of seminary was assigned to a small church in the hills of Kentucky. In his 

first sermon he condemned gambling, especially betting on the horses. The sermon was not well 
received. “You see Reverend,” a parishioner explained, “This whole area is known for its fine horses. 
Lots of our members make their living breeding horses”’  

Next Sunday the pastor spoke on the evils of smoking and again his sermon was not well received- 
for many of his members also grew tobacco. The third week the pastor preached on the evils of 
drinking only to discover that a major distillery was one of the town's largest employers.  

Chastised for his choice of sermon topics that frustrated pastor exclaimed “Well then what can I 
preach about?” A kindly older woman spoke up and said,” Pastor preach against those godless Chinese 
communists--there isn't a Chinese Communist within 4000 miles of here!”’1 

As we look around at church decorations we see much in evidence the Good Shepherd--sweet and 
pastoral Jesus, tender, caring Jesus. But that's not the message which transforms people and changes 
us in such a way that we may side with Jesus. He was divisive, combative, it was controversial. We like 
to think that we have peace and harmony in our family relationships, but the gospel is a powerful 
agent of change. We cannot hold back the tide of it, if we truly engage it. 

There are some sermons people do not want to hear because they contradict their dearly held 
values or their comfortable lifestyles. Jesus earned 2a reputation for preaching these kinds of sermons- 
sermons that were challenging and demanding, radical and divisive. In our gospel text for today we 
have just such a sermon- one that challenges our family values. 

Jesus’ family values are not the safe, comfortable values of our society. Indeed, in other places 
Jesus says that you have to hate your loved ones because you love the Kingdom. Remember that 
elsewhere, Jesus defines his family as “those who hear the word of God and do it.” One's allegiance to 
Jesus is supposed to be absolute.  

‘This past week I've been thinking about people who've been obsessed with mission. Some years 
ago, Scott Carpenter died. Scott Carpenter was one of the great citizens of the United States of 
America. He was one of our seven first astronauts. He was truly a great man. Scott Carpenter was a 
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man who had a sense of mission. Let me read what Scott Carpenter had to say, “This project of being 
an astronaut and going to the moon gives me the possibility of using all my capabilities and all my 
interests and gifts at once. This is something that I would be willing to give my life for. I think a person 
is fortunate to have something that you care that much about that you would give your life for. There 
are risks involved that's for sure.” ‘Then Scott Carpenter went on to say in the following words and the 
letter to his wife, “My Dear, if this comes to a fatal screaming fiery end for me, I will have three main 
regrets. I would miss the opportunity to prepare my children for life here on this planet. I will miss the 
pleasure of seeing you and loving you when you are a grandmother. And I will never have learned how 
to play the guitar,” signed Scott. He cared for his wife. He cared for his children. he wanted to play the 
guitar. But more than that, more than his love for his wife and his children, more than wanting to learn 
to play the guitar, Scott Carpenter was willing to give his life for the mission to go to the moon. What 
does it mean to give your life for the mission of Jesus Christ.?’3 

The example of Scott Carpenter causes us to ask ourselves, what is our level of commitment to 
Christ? What would we be willing to do for him? And today's scripture asks us to interpret the age in 
which we live in; the signs of the end times.  

At the beginning of our gospel lesson Jesus is speaking to his disciples he says “I came to bring fire 
to the earth and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized and 
what stress I'm under until it is completed! Do you think that I've come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you but rather division! From now on five in one household be divided three against two and 
two against three; father against son and son against father; mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother; mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law.” Jesus speaks of bringing fire to the earth. A purifying fire and eschatological fire--the fire of the 
end times and the fire of the Holy Spirit. And he speaks of his baptism which is his death on the cross--
in which he'll be baptized in his own blood. We are either on Jesus side or we're not. Decision means 
division.  

‘The image of such division is hard for some, but Tiede (1988: 244) summarizes well what this.  
‘Those who had reduced Jesus to a sentimental savior of a doting God have not come to terms with the 
depth of divine passion, of the wrath and love of God which is revealed in Jesus’ word, will, and 
obedience even unto death. ‘4 

‘A teenage girl at summer camp was torn between two sets of friends. Some of them were 
sunbathing on the dock, saying to her “Stay with us.” But her other friends were in a rowboat saying, 
“No, come with us.” There she stood one foot on the dock, the other on the other foot on the edge of 
the boat and the boat was moving. Trying to appease, trying not to decide, she ended up falling into 
the water and got her hair wet.  

But I think this is exactly what Jesus is addressing in the gospel lesson today. He's warning us that 
there will be times when following him will require us to turn away from something else. There will be 
times in this life when we required to say yes to one thing and therefore no to the other. And, of 
course, the action we most often take is the same one the girl did on the swimming dock. We tried to 
go in both directions. We tried to say yes to it all and we end up falling between the seams and being 
miserable.’5 

After outlining the family divisions, Jesus rebukes hypocrites for not discerning the times. In Israel, 
the Mediterranean Sea sends moisture eastward across the country and it's easy to see that when the 
wind blows from the West to the east that you're going to have rain. Equally easy to see is that when 
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the wind comes from the South or the southwest it comes across the desert and brings heat. Jesus says 
that if you can interpret the weather, you could interpret the signs of the end times which are upon us. 
Significantly, Jesus uses the word Kairos for time rather than Chronos. If you can interpret at this 
moment of eternal time that is Kairos. ‘For Luke Kairos is the current period of God’s significant activity 
in Christ; in contrast with Chronos which marks the cumulative period of his action.’6 The situation of 
the people that Jesus is talking to in the crowds is far more desperate than they have grasped. The end 
times are upon us. And while that may seem strange to us now 2000 years later the time is always ripe 
for the end to come. Jesus promised that he did not know the day or the hour in which he would 
return but that we would be able to forecast the season the way we forecast the weather. 

So, what can we say about this Jesus, who preaches division and fire? Is he safe? For the answer, it 
is perhaps best to turn to C.S. Lewis. 

‘C.S. Lewis wrote one of the most endearing Christian books entitled the Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe. It was recently adapted into a movie by Disney. If you have half an imagination you need to 
read it. You will never forget the story. Is the book Jesus is represented by a lion by the name of Aslan. 
The four children who are finally introduced to Aslan by Mr. and Mrs. Beaver are not quite sure they 
want to meet him. Mr. Beaver says to them: 

“Wrong will be right when Aslan comes in sight at so the sound of his roar sorrows will be no more. 
When he bares his teeth winter meets his death.  And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring 
again.  You'll understand when you see him.” 

“But shall we see him?” asked Susan.  
“Why daughter of eve that's what I brought you here for. I'm to lead you where you shall meet 

him,” said Mr. Beaver.  
“Is—is he a man?” asked Lucy.  
“Aslan a man?” said Mr. Beaver sternly. “Certainly not.  I tell you he is the king of the wood and the 

son of the great Emperor--Beyond the—Sea. Don't you know who is the King of Beasts?  Aslan is a lion 
THE Lion, the Great Lion.” 

“Ooh!” said Susan, “I thought he was a man. Is he--quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about 
meeting a lion.  

“That you will dearie and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver “If anyone who can appear before Aslam 
without their knees knocking, they're either braver than most or else just silly.” 

“Then he isn't safe,” said Lucy  
“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver “Don't you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything about 

safe? Of course, he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the king I tell you.”7 
Maybe Jesus isn’t safe.  But he’s good, very good, and we owe him our allegiance, even if it should 

cost us dearly. One cannot be indifferent about Jesus Christ. Either we are for him, or we are against 
him. Only you can decide for yourself. 
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