
John 14:1-13   1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
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When I announced this sermon series on Questions you always wanted to ask, but never had 
the nerve, someone asked me:  what if you get a question you can’t answer?  Which, on a certain level, 
makes me chuckle.  I mean, do you know how regularly I deal with questions I can’t answer?  I’m on 
google ten times a day.  What does error code 583 on my printer mean?  I don’t know!  Why won’t my 
phone talk to my tablet?  I don’t know!  What is form XYZ from the IRS, and why are they sending it to 
us?  I don’t know!  How come the UPS driver is now delivering our packages to the back door?  I don’t 
know!  How come my car keeps playing my daughter’s music when my phone is the one plugged in?  I 
don’t know!  Sometimes, I don’t’ bother with google.  There won’t be a good answer.  My husband of 
25 years says he doesn’t love me anymore!  How can that be?  I don’t know.  My dad has had a massive 
stroke and will never speak or move again.  Why does he have to suffer?  Why didn’t God just take 
him?  I don’t know.  I’m 53, and they tell me they’ve done everything they can.  The chemo isn’t 
working.  Why is this happening to me?  I don’t know.  I’ve done everything I can to try to fit in, to be 
cool, to be friendly, and they just make fun of me.  Why are the other kids so mean?  I don’t know.  I 
really don’t know.   

What I do know is that there are more questions I can’t answer than questions I can, honestly, 
which may beg the question:  why do a sermon series like this?  I do have an answer for that, and it’s 
simple:  sometimes exploring the questions helps us to see where God is working more clearly, even if 
we don’t necessarily have answers or solve all of life’s riddles.  I’ll admit, I was a little nervous at first.  I 
wasn’t sure anyone was going to submit any questions.  But I’ve now had nine submissions, including 
some cases where more than one person is asking the same question.  So thank you for participating.  
In the coming weeks, we’ll address why Methodists are different from (say) Lutherans, Catholics, or 
other Christians.  We’ll address the line in the Lord’s Prayer:  Lead us not into temptation, and more 



specifically, the whole notion that God might lead us into temptation unless we ask God not to.  And 
we’ll address the question or whether or not scripture is error-free.  But today’s question is one 
submitted to me in various wording four different times, but all are basically asking the same question, 
namely:  is Jesus the only way into heaven?  Two of the four who asked that questions referenced 
today’s scripture lesson where Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  And three of the four wanted to know how that should impact our 
relationship with people of other religions – Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, etc.  This is a worthwhile 
question to explore in our diverse nation and landscape at the moment.   

But I’ll admit that it’s hard for me to know where to begin.  Most people, when they ask if Jesus 
is the only way into heaven, are referencing what happens to human life after we die.  A lot of people 
interpret Jesus’ statement in the 14th chapter of John’s gospel to mean that those who don’t believe in 
Jesus go to hell when they die.  There are two problems with this.  First of all, none of us really knows 
what happens when we die.  Is Jesus the only way to heaven?  I don’t know.  I haven’t died.  I haven’t 
been there.  Jesus is a good way; a meaningful way; a promising way.  But the only way?  I’m not God.  
But I have a certain degree of faith in God’s grace.  And I also know that scripture communicates some 
basic truths:  first, that all of humanity is created in God’s image and called good; second, that all of 
humanity is beloved of God – beloved enough for God to die on a cross to save us from the power of 
sin; and third, that in the end, victory is assured.  I’m not sure how a loving God considers anything a 
victory if we aren’t all redeemed in the end, if we aren’t all part of God’s family.   

I’ll admit that hell is very comforting concept, particularly when one suffers enormous evil and 
pain.  Most of us would like the Hitler’s of history resigned to hell.  I have a dear friend from college 
who was terribly abused as a child.  She absolutely believes her abuser is in hell.  The very idea of 
arriving in heaven and encountering him is enough to make her sick.  And I get that.  We want there to 
be justice, and when we don’t see it in this life, we look for it beyond this life.  But then I must ask this 
question:  how deep does God’s love go?  How infinite is God’s understanding?  And do we really want 
to go to a heaven governed by human concepts of justice?  I rather hope that heaven is better than 
here – a place free of pain and suffering, prejudice and evil, anger and vengeance; a place of healing 
and reconciliation, and love and light.  In short, a place where one encounters God. 

But let me move us on, because the truth is that I’ve taken us on a tangent that John never 
intended when he wrote his gospel some 1900 years ago.  So let me clarify a few things.  Mark, and 
Matthew and Luke, and synopic gospels.  In other words, they offer a synopsis of Jesus’ ministry, 
culminating in his death and resurrection.  They follow a chronological timeline:  first this happens, 
then that happens, and finally this happens.  Moreover, both Matthew and Luke had Mark’s gospel in 
front of them when they wrote, and there are places where the wording matches up almost identically.  
If plagiarism was a thing 2000 years ago, there are places where Matthew and Luke would be in deep 
trouble, and Mark would clearly win any copywrite infringement suit he might have pursued.   

John is not a synoptic gospel.  John is not organized around chronology.  John is theological.  
Written to a community suffering persecution and expulsion from the Jewish community, John’s goal is 
to show how Jesus is the incarnation of God’s word spoken at creation and in every breath since.  That 
word has become flesh and has humankind has been granted fresh access to God in ways that were 
never possible before.  The theological terms are what organize John’s gospel.  Logos, meaning “word”, 
is one such organizing term.  Jesus is God’s Logos, God’s word.  Semeion, meaning “sign”, is another.  
John never speaks of miracles.  John only speaks of semeions – signs – that point beyond the miracle 
itself to who Jesus is.  And of course, ego eimi, translated “I Am”, referencing God’s name from the 3rd 
chapter of Exodus.  Jesus regularly offers long discourses in which he explains to his disciples I Am the 



bread of life, the light of the world, the good shepherd, the gateway, the vine, the resurrection and the 
life, and in today’s lesson:  I am the way the truth and the life.   

Given that Jesus speaks of the Father’s house, and going to prepare a place there for us, it is 
logical for us to hear Jesus’ words “I am the way” as geographic, as in a road or a journey.  Often that is 
how we think about the term ‘Way’ – as direction, route, method, or means of movement.  But the 
other major definition of ‘Way’ is expression.  She has a way about her that makes you feel something, 
we might say.  That’s the kind of way we’re talking about here.  Jesus says, “I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in me.”  There’s an intimacy there, and Jesus wants to bring us into it.  Where I am, you may 
be also.  It’s not a place.  It’s a state of being.  It’s an expression of intimacy.  The intimacy between 
God and Jesus is not exclusive.  We’re meant to share in it.  Jesus is here saying that he is the Way of 
God in the world – the way God interacts, works, loves.  And Jesus invites us to live in that way.  
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because 
of the works themselves.  That’s what he says.  Look at the work Jesus does:  He eats with extortionists, 
burglars, prostitutes, sinners, lepers, all manner of people.  He heals the mentally unstable, the 
intellectuals stuck in their heads, the marginalized hungry to belong somewhere, and the haughty who 
were ready to step on everyone else.  He saves a woman caught in adultery from being stoned, a 
Pharisee coming with questions in the middle of the night, a centurion pounding nails into his hands, 
and thief hanging beside him on the cross.  And he constantly challenges the religious authorities in 
public.  These are not the works of One of who excludes people.  But they are the works of One who 
calls us to something different than business as usual.  They are the works of One who calls us to 
ground ourselves in God’s Way in the world.   

 Jesus says, I AM the way, the truth, and the life.  Truth and Life clarify how and why Jesus is the 
Way.  To recognize Jesus as the truth is to affirm that as the Word made flesh, Jesus makes the truth of 
God available to the world… that Jesus’ life and ministry are the ultimate witness to God’s truth.  Jesus 
is also the way because he brings God’s gift of life to the world; he is the access point to God’s promise 
of life; of meaningful living.   

When we look at this text, we see that Jesus does not ever say “no one come to God except 
through me.”  What he says is:  “no one comes to the Father except through me.”  Father is another 
one of those terms that modern Christianity struggles with, primarily because historically, Christians 
have taken that to me that God is male, that therefore male is better.  It has been twisted and warped 
to disempower women just as this passage has been used to subjugate and even annihilate persons of 
other faiths.  But it’s not a faithful rendering of John’s theology.  John uses the term “father” to 
describe Jesus’ relationship with God – one that is familial, intimate, personal, and you and I are invited 
into that intimacy through Christ.   

As I said, John’s community has been ousted from the temple, forbidden to practice their faith 
in the synagogue, or to preach their gospel message among their own people.  And there is pain and 
heartache in that breakdown of community.  But in the face of that heartache that troubled world of 
hate and divisiveness, John recalls for his community Jesus’ unequivocal assertion that Jesus is present 
as the Way, Truth, Life for believers.  In her commentary on this text, Gail R. O’day writes, “The claim 
becomes problematic when it is used to speak to the questions that were never in the fourth Gospel’s 
purview. To use the verses in a battle over the relative merits of the world’s religions is to distort their 
theological heart… John is not concerned with the fate, for example, of Muslims, Hindus, or Buddhists, 
nor with the superiority or inferiority of Judaism and Christianity as they are configured in the modern 
world.  These verses are the confessional celebration of a particular faith community, convinced of the 
truth and life it has received in the incarnation.  The fourth evangelist’s primary concern was the 
clarification and celebration of what it means to believe in Jesus. The theological vision articulated here 



expresses the distinctiveness of Christian identity.”  [from Gail R. O’Day, Commentary and Reflections 
on the Gospel of John, NIB vol. IX (Nashville, TN:  Abingdon Press) pg. 743-745.]. It’s not even about 
heaven or hell or our ultimate fate.  It’s about how we live today.  Are you devoted to Jesus’ way in the 
world?  A way that is truthful, authentic, life-giving, and life-saving? 

Is Jesus the only way to heaven?  I believe that is a tangential question that distracts us from 
what we’re supposed to be about, so it’s worth asking ourselves why we ask that question.  Is it anxiety 
over our own ultimate destination?  Is it anxiety over a friend or loved one’s ultimate destination?  Are 
we looking for an excuse to refrain from forging relationships with those of other faiths, or of 
understanding other systems of belief?  Has someone made us feel guilty or accused us of being untrue 
to Jesus if we don’t interpret this passage the same way they do?  Be wary of those who tell you not to 
question.  Be wary of any expression of faith that leads us to fear, hatred, or dehumanization.  Be wary 
of using your own discomfort as a gage for what is right and moral, for we are too often comfortable 
and complacent in the face of much that is not right.  Discomfort can sometimes be good for the soul.  
By all means, share your faith.  Better yet, live it in such a way that people know you believe.  Let faith 
be your strength in the trials you face.  Let faith be your power in the face of injustice and evil.  Let 
faith be your way in the world.  But God save us from weaponizing our faith, for that is not faith’s 
purpose.  It perverts the faith that would save us and others. 

I choose to forge relationships with people of other faiths because my faith in Jesus Christ leads 
me to value relationships.  It also leads me to appreciate diversity and to celebrate shared devotion to 
a better world wherever I find it.  It is possible to be both respectful of others and faithful to one’s own 
religious beliefs.  It is possible to be kind, and still have conviction.  It is possible to love our brothers 
and sisters of other faiths without adhering to their faith.  It is possible to be authentically committed 
both to Christ and to freedom of religion, speech, and press.  And not only is it possible, but in today’s 
hurting, broken, strife-torn world, it is necessary.  What I can tell you is this:  Jesus is my way in the 
world, and the deepest prayer of my heart is that everyone I encounter knows it.  Amen. 

 
 


