
          First United Methodist Church     

Welcome!  We are a Congregation Caring For and About God’s Community 

January 2, 2022 – 10:00am  

New Year’s Sunday 

 
* Please Stand if you are able 

 
GATHERING AND PRAISE 

 

Prelude:          “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”    Trad. Swedish; arr. William Bates 

 

Welcome and Announcements –  Please sign in on the Attendance pads,  

or use your phone and the QR Code to the right to sign in electronically  

or use this link:  https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159. 

 

*Opening Hymn UMH #224:   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
 

1) Good Christian friends, rejoice  

With heart and soul and voice; 

Give ye heed to what we say:  

News, news!  

Jesus Christ is born today! 

Ox and ass before him bow,  

And he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today,  

Christ is born today! 
 

2) Good Christian friends, rejoice,  

With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye hear of endless bliss:  

News, news!  

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door,  

And ye are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this,  

Christ was born for this! 
 

3) Good Christian friends, rejoice,  

With heart and soul and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave:  

News, news!  

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all  

To gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save,  

Christ was born to save!!

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

Call to Worship:    

L:  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!  Good News!  God has come to be one of us! 

P:  Like children full of exuberance, we celebrate the presence of God With Us! 

L:  At Christmastime, we hail the birth of a child – one who comes to save us all.  But 

while we come with childlike trust, we come also like Simeon and Anna, with 

wisdom born of waiting decades to see God’s salvation, justice, and peace. 

P:  Lord, in this new year, give us flexibility for change, patience to wait, courage to 

act, and eyes to recognize Christ in the least likely of our brothers and sisters, 

for we ask in the name of the Babe in Bethlehem.  Amen. 

https://form.jotform.com/211785166356159


Time of Silent Meditation 

The Pastoral Prayer lifting Celebrations and Concerns 

The Lord’s Prayer – Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Living Our Gratitude 

♫ Please continue to support your church family as we recover from this 

season of pandemic.  Enjoy the musical selection as a time to give  

thanks to God for all with which you have been blessed.   

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   

https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give/ 

Offertory:   “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”       by G.F. Handel; arr. Melody Bober 

The Doxology:   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;       UMH #94 

Praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

The Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Emmanuel, God-With-Us, as we enter this new 

year, renew our commitment to You, and to the world you love.  Accept these gifts, 

given in love and devotion, and use them to make the angels’ song for peace and 

goodwill a reality in this community and around the world.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Message – A special moment just for kids 
 

Special Music:           “Make Room”      by Casting Crowns / Matt Maher 

Mark Ode, guitar/vocals 
 

Scripture Lesson:          Luke 2:21-39           Pew Bible N.T. pg. 55 

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, 

the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 When the time came 

for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 

be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 

in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man 

in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. He was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Messiah. 27 Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 

for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying:  29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 

https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give/


30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And 

the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and rising of 

many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 36 There was also a prophet, 

Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived 

with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 

She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At 

that moment, she came and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 

looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished everything required by 

the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  

Response to the Word 

 L:  This is the Word of God for the people of God 

 P:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Brief Meditation:                        Pastor Amy Terhune 

 

The Wesley Covenant Renewal Service            See Attached 
 

* Hymn of Commitment UMH #221:    “In The Bleak Midwinter”” 
 

1) In the bleak midwinter,  

frosty wind made moan,  

Earth stood hard as iron,  

water like a stone;  

Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  

snow on snow,  

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

2) Our God, heav’n cannot hold him,  

nor the earth sustain;  

Heaven and earth shall flee away  

when he comes to reign.  

In the bleak midwinter  

a stable place sufficed  

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ 

3) Angels and archangels  

may have gathered there,  

Cherubim and seraphim  

thronged the air;  

But his mother only,  

in her maiden bliss,  

Worshiped the beloved with a kiss.  
 

4) What can I give him,  

poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd,  

I would bring a lamb;  

If I were a Wise Man,  

I would do my part;  

Yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

L: The Lord be with you,        

P: And also with you. 

L:: Lift up your hearts.        

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

P It is right to give our thanks and praise! 



L: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere,  

to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.   

You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth.   

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.   

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.   

In the fullness of time, you gave your only son Jesus Christ to be our Savior.   

At his birth the angles sang glory to you in the highest heaven,  

and peace to your people on earth.   

And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

P: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest!   

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest! 

L:  Holy are you, and blessed is your son, Jesus Christ.   

As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem and found no room,  

so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem and was despised and rejected.   

As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, so in humility,  

Christ became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

As your Word became flesh, born of woman, on that night long ago,  

so, on the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,  

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said  

“Take; eat; this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   

Likewise, when the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you,  

gave it to his disciples, and said:  “Drink from this all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins.  As often as you drink of this, remember me. 

And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Christ Jesus,  

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice,  

in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

P: Christ has died; Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

L: Holy God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here.   

and on each person within reach of my voice. 

Bless our offerings of bread and juice, that they may be for us the body and blood  

of Christ; that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.   

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other,  

and one in ministry to all the world,  

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.   

Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

ALL: Amen. 



Those who worship with us in person this morning are invited to come forward, take a cup with a piece of bread 

and a serving of juice and return to your seats.  When all have been served, we will eat the bread and drink the 

juice together.  Leave your plastic waste in the pew and it will be gathered following worship for recycling. 
 

Those who worship online from home this morning are invited to use what you have in your home (bread, 

crackers, juice, etc.) to participate in the sacrament along with the congregation. 

 

WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 

 

*Closing Hymn UMH #251:    “Go Tell It On The Mountain”” 
 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

1) While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens 

there shown a holy light.  [Refrain] 

2) The shepherds feared and trembled, 

when lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angel chorus that  

hailed the Savior’s birth.  [Refrain] 
 

3) Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

And God sent us salvation that 

blessed Christmas morn.  [Refrain] 

 

*Benediction:             

L: Servants of God, go in peace.  May your eyes learn to see God’s salvation, which God 

have prepared in the presence of all peoples.  That salvation is a light for revelation 

and wisdom and glory for faithful people everywhere. 

P: We go in peace to love and serve the Lord and all God’s people.  Thanks be to 

God.  Amen. 

 

* Postlude:      “Good Christians, All, Rejoice!”    Traditional German; arr. Wilbur Held 
 

 

 

*        *        *        *        *        *        * 
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WESLEY'S COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE 
  

Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to 

God.  Through baptism, we have entered this life and have been admitted into the new 

covenant of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator.  He sealed it with his own blood, that it 

might last forever.  On the one side, God promises to give us new life in Christ, the 

Source and Perfecter of our faith.  On the other side, we are pledged to live no more for 

ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us.  From time to 

time we renew our covenant with God, especially when we reaffirm the Baptismal 

Covenant and gather at the Lord's table.  Today, however, we meet at the beginning of a 

new year, as the generations before us have met, to renew the covenant that binds us to 

God.  Let us make this covenant of God our own. 

  

INVITATION 

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.  Give yourselves to him, that you may 

belong to him.  Christ has many services to be done.  Some are more easy and honorable, 

others are more difficult and disgraceful.  Some are suitable to our inclinations and 

interests, others are contrary to both.  In some we may please Christ and please 

ourselves.  But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by 

denying ourselves.  It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a 

servant of Christ.  Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray: 

 

Let me be your servant, under your command.  I will no longer be my own. 

I will give up myself to your will in all things. 

 

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 

 

Lord, make me what you will. 

I put myself fully into your hands: 

put me to doing, put me to suffering, 

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

let me be full, let me be empty, 

let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

 

Christ calls us to be his servants, but he will have no servants except by consent;  Christ 

will not accept anything except full consent to all that he requires.  Christ will be all in 

all, or he will be nothing.  To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these 

admonitions: 

 

 



First, set apart some time, more than once, to be spent alone before the Lord; in seeking 

earnestly God's special assistance and gracious acceptance of you; in carefully thinking 

through all the conditions of the covenant; in searching your hearts whether you have 

already freely given your life to Christ.  Consider what your sins are.  Consider the laws 

of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, and whether you, after having carefully 

considered them, are willing to choose them all.  Be sure you are clear in these matters, 

see that you do not lie to God. 

 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

 

Third, claim God's covenant, rely upon God's promise of giving grace and strength, so 

you can keep your promise.  Trust not your own strength and power. 

 

Fourth, resolve to be faithful.  You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have opened 

your mouth to the Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God.  With God's power, 

never go back. 

 

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord.  Kneel before God, lift 

your hands toward heaven, open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray: 

 

COVENANT PRAYER 

  

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as I bow before you.  

Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done your will, for you have promised 

mercy to me if I turn to you with my whole heart. 

 

God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 

 

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with you that 

no known sin shall be allowed in my life.  Against your will, I have turned my love 

toward the world.  In your power, I will be cautious of all temptations that will lead 

me away from you.  For my own righteousness is riddled with sin, unable to stand 

before you. 

 

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him. 

 

Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God.  I take 

you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, and vow to give up myself, body 

and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days of 

my life.   

 

 



God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as a way and means of coming to God. 

 

Jesus, I do here accept you as the living Way, and sincerely join myself in a 

covenant with you.  O blessed Jesus, I come to you, hungry, broken, and sinful, 

unworthy even to wash your feet.  I do here, with all my power, accept you as my 

Lord and Head.  Rule my heart, spirit, mind, and body in your holy wisdom. 

 

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 

 

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall. 

Through your grace, I promise that neither life nor death shall part me from you. 

 

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life. 

 

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden.  Your 

teachings are holy, just, and good.  I therefore take them as the rule for my words, 

thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order my whole life according 

to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect anything I know to be my duty. 

 

The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 

 

 O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without guile or 

reservation.  If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it right.  

And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I, from this day forward, shall 

look upon as my God.  Glory be to you, O God the Son, who has loved me and 

washed me from my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer.  

Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, who by your power has turned my heart 

from sin to God.  O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, you have now become my Covenant Friend.  And I, through your infinite 

grace, have become your covenant servant.  So be it.  And may the covenant I have 

made on earth be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 

 

You are advised to make this covenant not only in heart and voice, but in writing.  Therefore, with 

all reverence, lay the service before the Lord as your act and deed.  And when you have done this, 

sign it.  Then keep it as a reminder of the holy agreement between God and you that you may 

remember it during doubts and temptations. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ __________________ 

Name                   Date 
 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:  Thank you for your service!!  Liturgist:  Jim Doane  /  Greeters: 

Kay Mertz, Linda Doane  /  Ushers: Wayne Henney, Bill Cowdry, Dr. Larry Kelly, Angie Smith 
 

OUR SYMPATHY TO Dawn Ashmall and Family on the death of Dawn's father Wayne Morgan 

on December 20, 2021.  
 

OUR SYMPATHY TO David Marks and all the Family of Cheryl Marks, who passed away on 

December 22, 2021.  A memorial service will be held this spring. 
 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Mark Abbe, David Barker, John & Myrna Cammin, 

Bonnie & Pat Dole, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Dr. Kirk Herrick, Glenn Hinds, Barb Kropp, Walt 

& Joyce Maltman, Camille Marek, Sheldon Markley, John Mertz, Merlyn Mondol, Jackie 

Moore, Bob & Sharon Mueller, Dave & Jean Nelson, Ron Perry, Anne Ruffle, Eugenia Shek, 

Wendy Southgate, and Mac & Joanna Thompson.  Also, please pray for all who are grieving, 

for UMCOR, for all suffering from Covid-19, and for a way to peace/equality for humankind. 
 

WEEKEND FOOD BACKPACKS – Hunger doesn’t take the weekend off, therefore we provides 

48 backpacks to send home on weekends with children at Westdale and Arrowwood Elementary 

Schools whose families struggle with food insecurity.  NEW SCHEDULE FOR NEXT TERM 

WILL BE OUT SOON!!!  We need people to help deliver food to the schools sometime 

during the school day on Mondays each week.  To help, call the church office at (989) 799-

0131 or sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044DAFAC2BA0FD0-food. 
 

TAIZE WORSHIP – Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at 7:00pm 
 

YOUTH NEWS – Next Sunday, Jan. 9, 4-6pm - Superbowl painting for mission trip at Painterly 

Pottery, 6285 Bay Rd, Saginaw  
 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION – Sunday, Jan. 23, 11:30am – All Middle School Students 

Welcome 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS – on "The Difficult Words of Jesus” by Amy Jill Levine.  In 

Person Classes are Tuesdays 6:00-7:00pm on 1/11, 1/18, 1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 2/15.  Online Classes 

are Wednesdays 7:30-8:30pm on 1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED from December 24 through January 3.  We will 

reopen on Tuesday, January 4, 2022, at 8:30am.  Dina Draper and Pastor Amy will be on 

vacation during that time.  However, in the case of a pastoral emergency, please call Pastor 

Amy’s cell phone at (989) 274-6363.   
 

LYRICS REPRODUCED HERE by permission:  CCLI#1003593. 
 

PROGRAM COMMITTEES will meet Monday, January 10 – Nurture at 6:00pm – Reach, 

Prepare, and Send at 7:00pm.  TRUSTEES will meet Tuesday, January 11 at 7:00pm. 
 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!  Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do, 

the more people learn about who we are! 

YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC  Twitter:  FirstUMCofSaginaw 

Instagram:  saginawfumc    Facebook:  First United Methodist Church of Saginaw 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B044DAFAC2BA0FD0-food
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