REFLECTIONS ON LABOR – 09/06/2020
FWS #2185 “For One Great Peace”

Bryan Latimer, Piano/Vocals

1) This thread I weave, this step I dance,
this stone I carve, this ball I bounce,
this nail I drive, this pearl I string,
this flag I wave, this note I sing,
2) This pot I shape, this fire I light,
this fence I leap, this bone I knit,
this seed I nurse, this rift I mend,
this child I raise, this earth I tend,
3) This check I write, this march I join,
this faith I state, this truth I sign,
this is small part, in one small place,
of one heart's beat for one great Peace.

THE WORK OF GOD: CREATION
Selected verses from Genesis 1 (NRSV)

Rev. David Wichert, Rev. Amy Terhune
Rev. Kayla Roosa, Readers

1In

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6 And

God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters
that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there
was morning, the second day.
9 And

God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so…
And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14 And

God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars… And God saw that it was good. 19 And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
20 And

that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and
wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so… And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God
said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness… 27 So God created humankind
in his image, male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have authority over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food”… And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day…
24 And

2:2 And

on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God
rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
UMH #144 “This Is My Father’s World” (instrumental)

Bryan Latimer, Piano

1) This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas – his hand the wonders wrought.
2) This is my Father's world: the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker's praise.
This is my Father's world: he shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.
3) This is my Father's world: O let me ne'er forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King: let the heavens ring! God reigns; let earth be glad!

THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST: REDEMPTION
Ephesians 2:1-10 from The Message
`

Rev. David Wichert, Reader

1-6 It

wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which
doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted
unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we
felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a wonder God didn’t lose his temper and do away with
the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our
sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he
picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah.
7-10 Now

God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to shower grace and
kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough
to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d
probably go around bragging that we’d done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves.

God does both the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he
does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work we need to be about doing.
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Come As You Are”
Mark Ode, Guitar/Vocals
Come out of sadness
From wherever you've been
Come broken hearted
Let rescue begin
Come find your mercy
Oh sinner come kneel
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
There's hope for the hopeless
And all those who've strayed
Come sit at the table
Come taste the grace
There's rest for the weary
Rest that endures
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't cure

by David Crowder, Benjamin Glover, Matt Maher

So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
Come as you are
Fall in his arms
Come as you are
There's joy for the morning
Oh sinner be still
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
Earth has no sorrow
That heaven can't heal
So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You're not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are
Come as you are…

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: REVELATION AND INSPIRATION
I Corinthians 2:9-12 CEB
Rev. Melene Wilsey, Reader
9 But

this is what is written: God has prepared things for those who love him that no eye has seen, or ear
has heard, or that haven’t crossed the mind of any human being. 10 God has revealed these things to us
through the Spirit. The Spirit searches everything, including the depths of God. 11 Who knows a person’s
depths except their own spirit that lives within them? In the same way, no one has known the depths of
God except God’s Spirit. 12 We haven’t received the world’s spirit but God’s Spirit so that we can
discern the things given to us by God.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Blessed Be Your Name”
by Matt & Beth Redman
Lance Coyle (Piano), Mark Ode (Guitar), Angie Cowdry, Madeline Curtiss, Jane MacQueen (Vocals)
Blessed be your name
In the land that is plentiful
Where streams of abundance flow
Blessed be your name
Blessed be your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be your name

Blessed be your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be
Blessed be your name
Blessed be your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be your name

Chorus: Every blessing you pour out
I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be your glorious name

Chorus
You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be your name
Chorus

THE WORK OF HUMANKIND: RESPONDING
Galatians 6:1-10 NRSV

Rev. Kayla Roosa, Reader

1My

friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear one another’s
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if those who are nothing think they are
something, they deceive themselves. 4All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their
neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. 5For all must carry their own loads. 6Those who are
taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher. 7Do not be deceived; God is not
mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from
the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9So let us not grow weary
in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10So then, whenever we
have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.
SPECIAL MUSIC: “When It’s All Been Said and Done”
Robert Miller, Guitar/Vocals

words/music by Jim Cowan

When it's all been said and done
There is just one thing that matters
Did I do my best to live for truth?
Did I live my life for you?

Lord, your mercy is so great
That you look beyond our weakness
And find purest gold in miry clay
Turning sinners into saints. Hallelujah

When it's all been said and done
All my treasures will mean nothing
Only what I've done for love's reward
Will stand the test of time

And I will always sing your praise
Here on earth and ever after
For you've shown me heavens, my true home
When it's all been said and done
You're my life when life is gone...

