
.          First United Methodist Church      

Wel come!  We are a Congregation Caring For and About Godõs Community 

September 13 , 2020 ð 10:00am  -  ONLILNE WORSHIP  

15 th  Sunday After Pentecost  

 

GATHERING AND PRAISE 
 

Bell Prelude:          ñIn Thee Is Gladnessò         arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

*Opening Hymn:             ñWonder of Wondersò         FWS #2247 
 

For those who need to see the full music, it is attached at the end of this document 

CCLI License # 1003593 
 

1) Wonder of wonders, here revealed; 

Godôs covenant with us is sealed. 

And long before we know or pray, 

Godôs love enfolds us every day. 

 

2) Here in this sacrament we see 

Godôs grace unbound, for all, for me! 

May we respond with joyful praise 

In loving service all our days. 

3) This child of God, though young or old, 

We welcome now into Christôs fold 

To know with us Godôs loving care; 

Here all our joys and sorrows share. 

 

4) Now we our vow of faith renew, 

Stretch wide our sights to global view, 

And claim with Christians far and near 

A larger family held dear. 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

The Opening Prayer (in unison):       (adapted from Thom Shuman, https://re-worship.blogspot.com) 

God of Grace, when we turn our hearts into deserts of stony bitterness, you 

transform them into oases of joy.  When we come up with all sorts of rules for those 

who come to us seeking to find you, you tear up the list, stretching wide your arms 

in welcome.  When we would clasp old worries to our hearts, you open our eyes to 

that hope which paves the path ahead of us.  When we spend each day  

consumed with doubts and fears, you remind us that this day is the time to honor 

God, by serving God's children. And so, Saving Lord, we offer our hearts to you in 

gratitude and charity to all through Christ, who did the same.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Chorus:     ñSing Alleluia to the Lordò        FWS #2258 

Sing Alleluia to the Lord!  Sing Alleluia to the Lord! 

Sing Alleluia!  Sing Alleluia!  Sing Alleluia to the Lord! 

 

Time of Silent Meditation 

Pastoral Prayer lifting Celebrations and Concerns 

 



 

The Lordôs Prayer ï Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism               Please see attachment 

 This morning, we welcome Cynthia Smith, who comes to be baptized 

 
Living Our Gratitude  

Ǉ Please continue to support your church family during this time  

of ñsocial distancingò.  Enjoy the musical selection as a time  

to give thanks to God for all with which you have been blessed.   

Use the QR code to the right or give online here:   

https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give/ 

   Offertory : ñWe Can Be Kindò             words/music by David Friedman 
 

So many things we can't control 

So many hurts that happen everyday 

So many heartaches that pierce the soul 

So much pain that won't ever go away 
 

How do we make it better? 

How do we make it through? 

What can we do  

when there's nothing we can do? 
 

Refrain: We can be kind 

We can take care of each other 

We can remember  

that deep down inside 

we all need the same thing 

And maybe we'll find  

if we are there for each other 

That together we'll weather 

whatever tomorrow may bring 

Nobody really wants to fight 

Nobody really wants to go to war 

If everyone wants to make things right 

Then what are we always fighting for? 
 

Does nobody want to see it? 

Does nobody understand? 

The power to heal is right here  

in our hands.  [Refrain] 
 

And it's not enough to talk about it 

Not enough to sing a song 

We must walk the walk about it 

You and I; Do or die 

We've got to try to get along.  [Refrain] 
 

And maybe we'll find true peace of mind 

If we always remember we can be kind. 

 

 

Childrenôs Message ï A special moment with the Pastor just for kids 

 

Connecting Through Music:   "Be Still and Know / Be Still My Soul"   arr. Mark Hayes.  

Mary Lee Turner, Piano 

 

 

https://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/give/


 

Scripture Lesson:        Romans 14:1-12         Pew Bible N.T. pg. 152 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.  

2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  3Those who eat 

must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 

who eat; for God has welcomed them.  4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 

another?  It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.  And they will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make them stand.  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while 

others judge all days to be alike.  Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  6Those 

who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.  Also those who eat, eat in honor of 

the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 

Lord and give thanks to God.  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  

8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 

or whether we die, we are the Lordôs.  9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that 

he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  10Why do you pass judgment on your 

brother or sister?  Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?  For we will all stand 

before the judgment seat of God.  11For it is written, ñAs I live, says the Lord, every knee 

shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.ò  12So then, each of us will be 

accountable to God. 

Response to the Word 

 L:  This is the Word of God for the people of God 

 P:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon        ñON KEEPING PERSPECTIVEò                Pastor Amy Terhune 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

WE GO AS WITNESSES FOR CHRIST IN THE WORLD 
 

*Closing Hymn:        ñGrace Aloneò          FWS #2162 
 

1)  Every promise we can make 

Every prayer and step of faith 

Every difference we can make 

Is only by His grace. 
 

2) Every mountain we will climb 

Every ray of hope we shine 

Every blessing left behind 

Is only by His grace.  (Chorus) 
 

3) Every soul we long to reach 

Every heart we hope to teach 

Everywhere we share His peace 

Is only by His grace. 
 

4) Every loving word we say 

Every tear we wipe away 

Every sorrow turned to praise 

Is only by His grace.  (Chorus) 

Chorus: Grace alone which God supplies 

Strength unknown he will provide 

Christ in us, our cornerstone 

We will go forth in grace alone. 

 

*Benediction               (by Joanna Harader, http://spaciousfaith.com/) 

L: Beloved, may God mark you with grace; May Christ Jesus be sensed and present 

among you; and may the Holy Spirit reconcile you to one another, thus fulfil ling the 

law of love among us as we enter our week to love and serve the Lord. 

P: Amen!  Thanks be to God!   

L: Go in peace. 

 
*Postlude:           ñWhen We Are Livingò      Spanish Melody arr. John Carter 

 

* You are invited to stand if you are able 

 

 

 

  
First United Methodist Church  

4790 Gratiot Road, Saginaw, MI  48638-6242;   (989) 799-0131;   Fax (989) 799-4240 
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Director of Music & Chancel Choir ................................................................................................ Rod Bieber 
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Bell Choir Director ......................................................................................................... Catherine McMichael 

Praise Band Director...................................................................................................................... Lance Coyle 

Nursery Supervisors .......................................................... Diane Maturen, Aimee Priem, & Carolyn Rottiers 

Audio Visual Technicians ........................................ Nic Courier, Brian Hatch, Andy Sharrow, Izzy Terhune 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Follow us on Social Media! 

YouTube:  Saginaw First UMC   Twitter:  FirstUMCofSaginaw 

Instagram:  saginawfumc     Facebook:  First United Methodist Church of Saginaw 

Be sure to check in on Facebook!  The more of us that do so, the more people learn about who we are! 
 

HOSPITALIZED THIS WEEK:   

 

OUR PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT are extended to the family Anna Buggia, who 

passed away on Thursday, September 10, and to the family of Rosalee Wing, who passed away 

yesterday, Saturday, September 12.  More information on arrangements will be offered as it becomes 

available. 
 

PLEASE HOLD IN YOUR PRAYERS:   Connor Ashmall, Ed Babinski, John & Myrna Cammin, Jim 

Cloud (now at Hoyt Skilled Nursing Facility), Pat Dole, Chris Everett, Esther Cavendish Fisher, Jim 

Frost, Leah Graham (now home recovering from brain surgery), Glenn Hinds, Barb Kropp, Walt & 

Joyce Maltman, Camille Marek, David & Cheryl Marks, Merlyn Mondol, Dick & Sharon Mueller, Dave 

& Jean Nelson, Ron Perry, Eric/Alaina/Lilah Phillips, Al & Teddy Reichard, Anne Ruffle, Eugenia 

Shek, and Louise Yeager.  Also, please pray for UMCOR and other organizations who are working to 

alleviate suffering caused by flooding in our area, healing from the Covid-19 Virus, and a way to peace 

and equality for all people in Godôs world. 
 

SIGN-UP TO ATTEND WORSHIP IN PERSON HERE     

RE-OPENING PLAN HERE 
 

ONLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL via ZOOM for elementary age children is tentatively scheduled pending 

interest for 1st and 3rd Sundays from 11:30am ï Noon beginning September 20th.   

 

THANK YOU!  Weôd like to extend a special thank you to Richard and Sandi Vieau who donated a 

locking curio cabinet to our church library in memory Joe & Dolores Dean.   

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:   This Month, our program committees will meet on the THIRD MONDAY 

instead of the second Monday in order to accommodate the work of the SPRC which is up against a 

deadline to get paperwork done for Charge Conference. 

The schedule below is to accommodate social distancing.  Action Leaders will NOT meet.  If you 

would prefer to join the meeting via ZOOM, please contact Pastor Amy at pastoralbt@outlook.com or 

(989)274-6363. 

 

On Monday, September 14:   SPRC will meet at 6:30pm in the Narthex 

On Monday, September 21:  NURTURE committee will meet at 6:00pm in the Parlor 

  REACH committee will meet at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 

(Note time change) 

  PREPARE committee will meet at 7:15pm in the Soul Café 

  SEND committee will meet at 7:15pm in the Narthex 

On Tuesday, September 22:   Finance Committee will meet at 7:00pm in the Narthex 

 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4aa4ae2da0fb6-worship
http://www.firstumcsaginaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Covid-19-Re-Opening-Policy.pdf
mailto:pastoralbt@outlook.com


THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
 

GREETING 

 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ:  Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we are 

initiated into Christ's holy Church.  We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of 

salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God's gift, 

offered to us without price.  This morning, I would like to present Cynthia Smith who 

comes to us for baptism. 

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

 

On behalf  of the whole Church, I ask you:  Do you renounce the spiritual forces of 

wickedness, reject the evil  powers of this world, and repent of your sin?  I do. 

 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil,  injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?  I do. 

 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened 

to people of all  ages, nations, and races?  I do. 

 

According to the grace given to you, will  you remain faithful members of Christ's holy 

Church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world?  I will.  

 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaff irm both your rejection of sin and your 

commitment to Christ?  We do. 

 

Will  you nurture one another in the Christian faith and li fe and include these persons now 

before you in your care? 

 

With God's help we will  proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 

Chr ist.  We will  surr ound this person with a community of love and forgiveness, 

that she may grow in her trust of God, and be found faithful in her service to 

others.  We will  pray for her, that she may be true disciples who walk in the way 

that leads to li fe. 

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 



Let us pray:  Eternal Father, when nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark 

waters and brought forth light. 

In the days of Noah, you saved those on the ark through water.  After the flood you set in 

the clouds a rainbow.  

When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea.  

Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised. 
 

Sing to the Lord, all the ear th!  Tell  of God's mercy each day! 
 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb.  He was baptized 

by John and anointed by your Spirit.  He called his disciples to share in the baptism of 

his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all  nations. 
 

Declare Chr istôs works to the nations, his glory among all the people. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and she who receives it, to wash away 

her sin and clothe her in righteousness throughout her lives, that, dying and being 

raised with Christ, she may share in his final victory. 
 

All  praise to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Chr ist, who with you and 

the Holy Spir it lives and reigns for ever. Amen. 

 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS / PRAYER 

 

Cynthia, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

May the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you 

may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The Pastor will offer prayer at this time, then: 

 

Now it is our joy to welcome our new sister in Christ: 

 

Through baptism, you are incorporated by the Holy Spir it into God's new creation 

and made to share in Chr ist's royal pr iesthood. We are all one in Chr ist Jesus.  With 

joy and thanksgiving we welcome you as members of the family of Chr ist, and we 

pledge to join you letting our light shine that others may see goodness and give glory 

to God.  May God bless you, that dying and rising to new life in Christ, you may have 

strength for lifeôs journey, the joy of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new 

life, through Jesus Christ, who unites us into one family.  Amen. 

 

The God of all  grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish and strengthen 

you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace and peace.  Amen. 
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